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PREFACE 


EW words only are needed to explain 

the origin of this short Essay. 
Some years ago when I was Principal of 
the Clergy Training School, Cambridge, 
I used to lecture to the members of the 
School on Christian Doctrine ; and part of 
the course on the Sacraments was devoted 
to the subject of Confirmation. If this 
book should chance to fall into the hands 
of any of my old pupils and friends of 
those days, they may perhaps be reminded 
of what was a happy and useful time to me 
and I should like to think to them also. 
When it became my duty and happiness as 
Bishop to minister Confirmation, I naturally 
for my own guidance and help reviewed 
under a new sense of responsibility what I 
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had written on Confirmation in former 
years. On _ several occasions I have 
lectured on Confirmation to meetings of 
Clergy; and from time to time I have been 
asked to publish the substance of the 
lectures. This little volume is a response 
to these requests. It will be no ordinary 
pleasure if I am allowed in this way to 
help my brethren the parochial Clergy in 
their own study of the subject and in their 
most important work of preparing Can- 
didates for the Laying on of Hands. 

In working at the subject and in 
putting my notes in order for publication 
I have avoided consulting any of the many 
books on Confirmation, nor have I passed 
beyond the limits of the New Testament. 
The conclusions as to the teaching of the 
New Testament, which I have thus reached 
independently of others, are, I believe, 
strongly confirmed by the fact that in the 
belief of the Church of the first centuries 
the gift given to the true disciple in 
Confirmation is the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

In the revision of the proof sheets I 
have had the help of a younger student of 
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theology. He knows at least in part what 
a very peculiar pleasure it is to me to thank 
him for his criticisms and suggestions. 

I must confess that, when I was a 
young clergyman, my views as to Con- 
firmation were vague. Clearness and 
definiteness came to me from one to whom 
I with numberless others owe a debt which 
we can never express in words. The first 
year I examined for the Theological Tripos 
in Cambridge was the last year Dr 
Westcott examined. I vividly remember 
the meeting of examiners for the review 
of the examination papers held in Dr 
Westcott’s house in Scroope Terrace one 
day in May 1886. We worked from early 
morning till late afternoon at our somewhat 
dreary task of criticism and revision. But 
there was an oasis in the desert. The 
examiner who set the paper on Christian 
Doctrine gave some patristic passages for 
comment. Among these was one from 
Tertullian’s treatise de Baptzsmo vi.—‘ Non 
quod in aquis Spiritum Sanctum conse- 
quamur, sed in aqua emundati sub angelo 
Spiritui Sancto praeparamur.’ The sub- 
ject was clearly one on which Dr Westcott 
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had a definite and strong conviction. For 
a few moments he spoke, as those who 
knew him can imagine him speaking, on the 
true meaning of Confirmation suggested by 
Tertullian’s words. ‘If,’ I remember that 
he said, ‘Confirmation had been always 
properly understood, many of the con- 
troversies about Baptism would never have 
arisen. Dr Westcott’s words were always 
strangely illuminating. To his words of 
that afternoon I look back with abiding 
gratitude. 
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CONFIRMATION IN THE 
APOSTOLIC AGE 


I propose in the following pages to 
review the evidence which the New 
Testament supplies as to the place of 
Confirmation during the Apostolic age in 
the life and thought of the Church. I shall 
endeavour to consider the passages of the 
Apostolic writings which refer, or may 
be reasonably thought to refer, to Con- 
firmation. The subsequent history of 
Confirmation in the Church of Christ lies 
outside the range of this investigation. I 
shall indeed have occasion to speak of the 
Confirmation Service in the Book. of 
Common Prayer both in its present and in 
its earlier forms. Otherwise I shall hardly 
transgress the limits of the New Testa- 
ment. 

The attempt, however inadequately 
carried out, to gain a clear conception of 
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the thoughts which in the first days 
gathered round an Ordinance of the 
Church can never be without profit. 
Custom, routine, and controversy had not 
as yet marred the first freshness and sim- 
plicity of faith. The essential meaning 
of the primary rites of the Church was 
not as yet obscured by the influence of 
secondary and accidental associations. The 
sense of the powers of the _ spiritual 
world was vivid and immediate. The 
conscious effort therefore to bring ourselves 
into contact with this age of initial in- 
Spiration cannot but tend to correct and to 
quicken our use of the inheritance which 
is ours as members of Christ’s Church. 
Much indeed of the ground which is 
traversed in the following pages has often 
been traversed before. Yet, as we pass 
along, some of the details which will claim 
our attention may be fresh wholly or in 
part. Of such a subject it is always worth 
while to endeavour to gain a connected 
view. : 


THE APOSTOLIC AGE 


The two great momenta of the whole 
Christian dispensation are (1) the Incarna- 
tion of the Son of God; (2) the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit of God. In that whole 
dispensation the divine purpose in the 
creation of man in the image of God and 
with a capacity to attain to the likeness of 
God was ideally fulfilled; and, to use the 
bold phrase of Greek theology, man was 
put into the way of ‘being made divine’ 
(Beorroveto Oar). 

The purpose of the Incarnation was 
threefold—revelation, reconciliation, fellow- 
ship. The Son came in the Father’s Name 
(e.g. John v. 43) and revealed the Father to 
men (e.g. John xiv. 9, xvii. 26). Through 
the atoning life and death of the Incarnate 
Son of God man was cleansed, forgiven, 
reconciled to God; through the Lord’s 
quickening resurrection man ‘was begotten 
again unto a living hope’ (1 Pet. i. 3): ‘in 
Christ’ man is the redeemed son of the 
Father in Heaven, ‘In Christ’ man can 
‘abide in God and God in him’ (1 John 
iv. 16). 

The purpose of the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit also was threefold—revelation, 
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endowment, fellowship. As the Son was 
sent in the Father’s Name and revealed 
the Father, so the Spirit was sent in the 
Son’s Name (John xiv. 26) and reveals the 
Son (John xv. 26, xvi. 14). Through the 
power of the indwelling Spirit each member 
of the Church is taught little by little to 
understand the infinite meaning of the 
Incarnation, and with a faith which grows 
larger and deeper to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Through the power of the 
indwelling Spirit the manifold gifts of 
grace are communicated to all those who 
are ‘in Christ ’—faith, wisdom, knowledge, 
‘a right judgment in all things.’ Through 
the power of the indwelling Spirit the 
divine blessing of ‘fellowship’ is realized 
by each of the faithful (2 Cor. xiii. 13, 
Phil. ii. 1), the fellowship of man with the 
Father and with the Son (1 John i. 3), the 
fellowship of man with man in the brother- 
hood of the redeemed (1 John i. 7; comp. 
Eph. iv. 3 ff.). 

These two great momenta of the whole 
Christian dispensation, the Incarnation of 
the Son of God and the outpouring of the 
Spirit of God, are brought into contact 
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with the individual in Baptism and in 
Confirmation. 

It is no objection against this position 
to say that the truths connected with the 
Incarnation and the gift of the Spirit may 
be, and often are, vitally apprehended at 
some other time than the season of Baptism 
and the season of Confirmation. Aswe trace 
the divine action we see that God has been 
pleased to deal with the world by historical 
events. We might a Zriorz have expected 
that God would have wrought out the 
spiritual work of redemption by a spiritual 
process in the spirits of men. We 
know that He did redeem the world by a 
series of historical events which took their 
place among other historical events. These 
events were at the time only very parti- 
ally understood even by the holiest men 
who watched them and had their part 
in them. The disciples did not at once 
grasp the meaning of the Lord's life on 
earth or of the Cross or of the Resurrec- 
tion or of Pentecost. But there were the 
events, complete on the divine side, perfect 
manifestations of the eternal will of God, 
for the mind and the heart to work upon, 
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for men gradually to realize and to ap- 
propriate. And as it was with the world, 
so it is with the individual. 

Baptism is the sacrament of cleansing. 
The first Christian act done to the little 
child is an act of washing. He is thereby 
outwardly, visibly, historically brought into 
contact with ‘the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus.’ He must ‘lead the rest of 
his life according to this beginning.’ We 
confess ‘one Baptism for the remission 
of sins.’ Baptism is both the pledge of 
forgiveness and an assured entrance into a 
new life in which forgiveness and cleansing 
are essential and abiding elements. ‘If 
we walk in the light...the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin’ (1 John i. 7). 

Baptism is the sacrament of regenera- 
tion. It is the revelation of the divine 
Fatherhood in the case of the individual 
life. It is as though God laid His hand 
on the baptised and said ‘ This is my son,’ 
‘This is my daughter.’ The fact of Father- 
hood on God’s side and of sonship on 
man’s cannot be altered. It remains a 
fact, a source of untold blessing or a seal 
of condemnation. It must in daily life be 
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recognised and realized. He who has 
proved himself unworthy to be called a son 
of God must return and claim that which 
is his with the confession ‘ Father, I have 
sinned.’ Conversion is based on regenera- 
tion. Again, as in the natural so in the 
Spiritual world birth is a beginning; it is 
not maturity. Birth must be followed by 
growth and development. And growth 
and development depend on the healthful- 
ness of the conditions of life. Regeneration 
is not spiritual attainment. 

Baptism is the sacrament of incorpora- 
tion. He who is baptised is baptised ‘into 
Jesus Christ.’ He is brought into union 
with Christ and, through Christ the 
Mediator, into union with the Father and 
with the Spirit (Matt. xxviii. 19). But in 
this aspect also Baptism is a beginning. 
He who has been baptised into Christ 
‘must grow up in all things into Him’ 
(Eph. iv. 15). Union must become 
communion. The union with Christ which 
is pledged in Baptism is confirmed and 
deepened in the Eucharist. The divine 
Presence vouchsafed to the believer in the 
Eucharist can only be rightly understood 
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in the light of the divine Presence assured 
to him in Baptism. 

Baptism then is the impartment out- 
wardly, visibly, historically, of the new life 
in Christ. But in the spiritual order there 
can be no life apart from that Holy Spirit 
who is ‘the Giver of life.’ In Baptism the 
Holy Spirit works and is bestowed as the 
divine Power who quickens and renews. 

In Confirmation the redeemed child of 
the Heavenly Father is outwardly, visibly, 
historically brought into contact with the 
second great momentum of the whole 
Christian dispensation. In Confirmation 
he is made a partaker of the Holy Spirit— 
the Spirit of revelation, unfolding to him 
according to the measure of his growing 
capacity the fulness of the Incarnate Word; 
the Spirit of endowment, communicating to 
him the manifold grace of God that he may | 
live and’ serve according to the Father’s 
will; the Spirit of fellowship, bringing him 
into closer union and communion with 
God and with man. Confirmation is the 
strengthening of the child of God by the 
Father’s gift of the Father’s Spirit’ 

1 It seems to me a most serious loss when in the Confirmation 


8 


THE APOSTOLIC AGE 


In the Sacraments’ it is the divine side, 
that which God gives to man, which is 
essential. Everything else is secondary and 
subordinate, it may be of great spiritual 
beauty and value, of great importance in 
the sphere of Church order and of practical 
edification, but not the very thing itself 
which is the intention of the Sacrament. 
But among Christian men there has been 
ever a tendency to exalt the human and 
secondary element in the Sacrament, to 
give undue prominence (1) in Baptism to 
the promises made by the Catechumen or by 
the Sponsors ; (2) in the Eucharist to the 
memorial before God made by man of the 
Sacrifice completed on the Cross; (3) in 
Confirmation to the renewal of the promises 
prayer ‘Defend, O Lord, this thy Child,’ the word ‘ Servant’ is 
substituted for the word ‘Child.’ We do not cease to be God’s 
children when we grow old. The oldest no less than the youngest 
candidate for Confirmation seeks the divine gift as the redeemed 
child of God; compare Gal. iv. 6 ‘Because ye are sons, God 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts.’ In any revision 
of the Prayer Book we may hope that the alternative phrase ‘Or 
this thy Servant’ will be struck out. 

1 I have ventured to use the word Sacrament in an extended 
sense so as to include Confirmation, The ‘ outward and visible 
sign’ in Confirmation, the laying on of hands, has the clear 
authority of the New Testament, though we have no explicit 


declaration in the New Testament that it was ‘ordained by 
Christ Himself.’ 
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made at Baptism. It is with this last 
point alone that we are now concerned. 
The ratification of the baptismal vows 
was in days not long past generally re- 
garded, and is still too often regarded, as 
the chief meaning of Confirmation. The 
phraseology of the Book of Common Prayer 
is doubtless largely responsible for this 
popular misconception. It is worth while 
therefore to trace the history of this phrase- 
ology ; for it is not too much to hope that 
in any revision of the Book it may be 
rectified. In the rubrics then which in the 
First Prayer Book of Edward VI. (1549) 
preface the service it is said, ‘And this 
order is most convenient to be observed for 
divers considerations. First, because that 
when children come to the years of dis- 
cretion, and have learned what their God- 
fathers and Godmothers promised for them - 
in Baptism, they may then with their own 
mouth, and with their own consent, ratify 
and confess the same.’ In the Second 
Prayer Book of Edward VI. (1552) these 
rubrics kept the place which they had in 
the First Book, but (possibly through a 
mere printer's error or more probably 
Io 
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from a love of verbal conceits*) the word 
‘confirm’ was substituted for the word 
‘confess.. In the Prayer Book of 1662 
the rubrics of the two older Books became 
the Preface to be read by the Bishop 
‘or some other Minister appointed by 
him’; and in the Preface, in spite of the 
obvious tautology, the phrase ‘ratify and 
confirm’ was retained; and there to the 
confusion of our people’s minds it still 
remains. Further, in 1662 the question of 
the Bishop and the answer of those to be 
Confirmed were added; and in that question 
the language of the Preface reappears, 
‘ratifying and confirming the same in your 
own persons.’ Thus the words ‘ratify 
and confirm,’ ‘ratifying and confirming,’ 
standing in the very forefront of the 
service, appear to give an authoritative 
interpretation of the name of the rite— 
Confirmation, They suggest that the 
meaning of Confirmation is not that those 
who have been baptised are therein them- 


1 When it is said, as it is often said, that the Candidate 
‘confirms and is confirmed,’ the word ‘confirm’ is used in two 
wholly different connotations, There is no real anal be- 
tween ‘confirming (ratifying) promises’ and ‘ being por 
(strengthened) by the gift of the Spirit.’ 
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selves confirmed by the gift of the Spirit, 
but that they confirm the promises once 
made for them by their Godparents. And 
this impression, conveyed by the actual 
language of the service, is strengthened 
by the absence of the word ‘confirm’ in 
the prayer at the laying on of hands and 
in the other prayers. The older Books 
were not open to this charge. In the 
Prayer Book of 1549 and in that of 1552 
the rubric immediately preceding the 
actual service was ‘And the Bishop shall 
confirm them on this wise!’; and in the 
former of these two Books the prayer 
which the ‘Minister’ said before the 
Bishop’s act of Confirmation contained 
the petition addressed to God ‘Confirm 
and strength them with the inward unction 
of thy Holy Ghost.’ Thus the use of the 
word ‘confirm’ by the Prayer Book of 
1662 in the one context and its omission 
in the other have together facilitated a 
fatal lowering of the conception of Con- 
firmation. ‘The emphasis of the Service 


1 In the present ‘ Order of Confirmation’ we have in the first 
rubric ‘all that are to be then confirmed’; in the Preface ‘none 
hereafter shall be confirmed’; in the final rubric ‘ until such time 
as he be confirmed, or be ready and desirous to be confirmed.’ 


I2 


THE APOSTOLIC AGE 


appears to rest on the human, not on the 
divine side. The essence of the rite lies 
in the prayer for the gift of the Spirit and 
in the laying on of hands (comp. Acts viii. 
15, 17). The renewal of the Baptismal 
vows on the other hand is an accident of the 
rite, appropriate only in the case of those 
whose Confirmation is separated from their 
Baptism by an interval of time. It is the 
pledge on the part of those who were 
baptised in infancy and who in riper years 
present themselves for Confirmation that 
they are fit to receive the outward and 
visible sign of so great an inward and 
spiritual grace’. 


1 The Preface and the Question in the Order of Confirmation, 
if I may frankly express my own opinion, are in urgent need of 
complete revision. (1) It must be confessed that the Preface is 
frigid and stiff to an even painful degree. Its history explains 
its character. It is a rubric made to serve a purpose for which 
it was not originally intended. It is not an address to the 
Candidates but a formal and impersonal statement of the con- 
ditions of Confirmation. We can hardly therefore wonder that 
it is wholly destitute of spiritual power or fervour, and stands in 
complete contrast to the Exhortations in the Communion Office, 
to the Addresses in the Baptismal Offices, and to the Address in 
the Ordinal to Candidates for the Priesthood. (2) It is a Preface 
not to the Service but only to the Question. It does not say 
a single word as to the essential meaning of Confirmation, an 
omission which is an unspeakable loss, The Service of Con- 
firmation is a deeply significant Service both to the Candidates 
themselves and also to the general congregation, Is it not the 
bounden duty of the Church to set forth with authority in that 
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In approaching the teaching of the 
New Testament on the subject of Con- 
firmation let us consider two analogies. 

(1) There is the analogy between 
God’s historical dealings with His Son and 
His historical dealings with us. The Lord 
as the representative Israelite chose to have 
part in the Baptism of His forerunner. He 
was baptised by John in the river Jordan. 
As He came up out of the water, the 
Spirit descended upon Him. The Lord’s 
Baptism was followed by the Lord’s 
Confirmation. He was confirmed by His 
Father through the Holy Spirit. Through- 
out His earthly life He could look back 


Service the spiritual gift in Confirmation, and that in words which 
will touch hearts and consciences? (3) A Bishop who has 
the happiness of confirming many adult and sometimes aged 
persons cannot but feel keenly the inappropriateness of the Preface 
in such cases. Its language—‘that children being now come to 
years of discretion’—suggests that Confirmation is a rite only for 
the young, and thus increases the difficulty which older persons 
often experience in offering themselves for this means of grace. 
(4) It is obvious that the Preface and the Question are applicable 
only in the case of those who were baptised in infancy and who 
had sponsors. Under the conditions of the present day when 
many come forward for Confirmation who were baptised in 
infancy by a Nonconformist Minister or who were baptised as 
adults, perhaps immediately before Confirmation, some change is 
clearly necessary. It is most important that Candidates should 
give a pledge of fitness; but such a pledge ought not to take a 
form which is untrue and unreal in the case of a considerable 
number. 
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to that hour as the time when, and to that 
place as the place where, He received the 
fulness of the Father’s gift. We note in 
the history the immediate connexion be- 
tween the Baptism, the outpouring of the 
Spirit, and the assurance of Sonship. 
Herein the Lord set an example to all 
His disciples. The disciple may well be 
content to do and to receive what the 
Master Himself did and received. In this 
history we have a sufficient argument for 
Confirmation. 

The sequel is well worth attentive 
study. We can trace at least in part the 
different offices which the Holy Spirit 
fulfilled to the Son of Man. 

The Spirit was to the Lord the Spirit 
of guidance and support in conflict. 
‘Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned 
from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit 
in the wilderness during forty days, being 
tempted of the devil’ (Luke iv. 1). The 


1 Hyero dv rp mvetuare dv TH éphuy tudpas recvepdxovra wepa- 
fouevos bwd rod diaBddov. The true reading év rp éphuew (not 
els Tiw Epnuov) contains a gospel of hope. Note the two coincident 
and continuous experiences (i#yero, weipagéuevos). In Westcott 
and Hort’s text #yero...€v 7 éphuw should be printed asa quota- 
tion in uncials: the words are derived from Deut. viii. 2 #yayér 
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guidance was continuous, unbroken by the 
stress of conflict. ‘Led by the Spirit,’ 
‘tempted of the devil’—such was the two- 
fold experience of the incarnate Son of 
God; such is the twofold experience of 
every true Christian. 

The Spirit was to the Lord the Spirit 
of strength. ‘Jesus returned in the power 
of the Spirit into Galilee’ (Luke iv. 14). 

The Spirit was to the Lord the Spirit 
of ministry. The Lord applied to Him- 
self the words of the Prophet ‘ The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he 
anointed me to preach good tidings to the 
poor’ (Luke iv. 18; Is. lxi. 1). 

The Spirit was to the Lord the Spirit 
of discernment. Heafter His Resurrection 
‘gave commandment unto the Apostles 
whom through the Holy Spirit he had 
chosen’ (Acts i. 2)*. 


ge Kupwos 6 Oebs cov év TH épjw (v. 3 contains the Lord’s answer 
to the first temptation). Comp. Gal. v. 18, Rom. viii. 14 éc00 
yap mvevpate Geod dyovrat, ovrot viol Oeod eicty. 

1 Such I believe to be the true interpretation of St Luke’s 
words: dxpe ns huépas évrerAdmevos Tots drrogrédots Oia TVEdmaTos 
dylou ovs é£edéEaro dvedkjugpbyn. The words dia mvedparos arylov 
are emphatic by their position and thus connect with the Apostles’ 
first selection the history of their reception of the Spirit and of 
their life and activity in the Spirit. 
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The Spirit was to the Lord the Spirit 
of revelation. ‘He whom God sent 
speaketh the words of God; for not 
by measure giveth he the Spirit’ (John 


iii, 34), 
The Spirit was to the Lord the Spirit 


of victory. ‘If I by the Spirit of God 
cast out devils’ (Matt. xii. 28). 

The Spirit was to the Lord the Spirit 
of joy. Jesus ‘exalted in the Holy Spirit 
and said I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth’ (Luke x. 21)’. 

The Spirit was to the Lord the Spirit 
of sacrifice. ‘The Christ...through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without 


blemish to God’ (Hebr. ix. 14)*. 


1 The true text is yya\\doaro rE mvedpart T@ dyly. Comp. 
1 Thess. i. 6, Gal. v. 22. 

2 There are two controverted points in these words; see the 
notes of Bp Westcott and Dr Vaughan. (a) The reference in 
mpoohveyxev is, I believe, not to Christ’s ‘ self-presentation as the 
risen and ascended Lord in heaven itself’ but to the sacrifice 
consummated on the Cross ; comp. ix. 28, x. 12. This reference 
seems to me to be required by the word duwuov. (4) Bishop 
Westcott takes the words da mvedparos alwvlov to refer to 
Christ's Spirit. ‘Christ’s Spirit,’ he says, ‘is in virtue of His 
Divine Personality eternal.’ The ‘ Spirit is to be regarded as the 
seat of His Divine Personality in His human Nature.’ It is true 
that wvedua, a ve (when contrasted with edpt) of the term 
Abyos, is used some early Christian writers to denote the 
Divine Nature of the Incarnate Son; ¢.g. [Clem. Rom.] ii. 9 wy 
Td pev mpGrov mvedua éyévero odpt. Bat this use of wreiua 
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The Spirit was to the Lord the Spirit 
of resurrection and life. Jesus ‘was de- 
clared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection of the dead’ (Rom. 1. 4)’. 

What the Spirit of the Father was to 
the incarnate Son on earth, that He will 


be to all who through the Son are children 
of God. 


(2) There is the analogy between 
God’s historical dealing with the Church 


has no support in the N.T. If then it is meant that Christ’s 
human spirit is here referred to, then it must be urged that 
Christ’s human spirit was a parte ante no more eternal than 
His human body. We are brought therefore to the simplest, 
and (as it appears) the necessary, interpretation of the words, 
viz. that by fk is meant the Holy Spirit. The epithet alwvlov 
connects the historical act in time with the eternal purpose and 
will. Through the presence and cooperation of the Spirit the 
Lord was enabled to ‘become obedient unto death’ ; and further 
through that same presence and cooperation, as He was guided 
and supported in the wilderness of temptation, so He remained 
to the end &uwyos. It should be added that the absence of the 
article (ua avevpuaros aiwvlov) does not make the words in any 
sense indefinite but fixes attention on character—‘ through Him 
who is Spirit and Eternal >; see Additional Note. 

1 xara mvedpa aywwovvns. This is the one instance in the New 
Testament of the exact translation of the Semitic phrase, ‘Spirit 
of holiness,’ ‘ Spirit of His holiness,’ found in Ps. li. 11, Is. lxiii. 
11, and universal in the Syriac versions of the N.T. For the 
thought comp. Rom. viii. 11 ef dé 7d mvedpua Tov éyelpayros Tov 
"Inooby éx vexp@v olket év duty, 6 éyelpas €K vexpav Xpiorov "Inoody 
fworojoe Kal Ta OvyTa caHpara budy dia Tod évoKodyTos av’rov 
avetparos (v.02. did 7d Evorxody adbrod wrvedua) év dpiv. 
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and God’s historical dealing with indi- 
viduals. During the time of the Lord’s 
ministry the Church may be said to have 
been in the position of a catechumen. 
The Lord was commonly known as ‘the 
teacher,’ His followers as ‘ His disciples,’ 
‘His scholars.’ It was the period of the 
Church’s preparatory training. The day 
of the Resurrection, not (as is often said) 
the day of Pentecost, was the Church’s 
birthday. When the Lord rose from the 
dead, the Church, ‘the first fruits unto 
God’ from among men, came into being. 
On the evening of ‘that day, the first day 
of the week,’ the risen Lord appeared to 
the representatives of the Church, the 
Eleven and ‘them that were with them’ 
(John xx. 19, Luke xxiv. 33) He 
‘breathed on them,’ a sacramental act 
significant of a new creation’. He said to 
them ‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost,’ the 


1 John xx. 22 Kal rofro elriwv évedioncer cal déyer adrois, 
AdBere mvedya dyiov. Comp. Gen. ii. 7 évedtoncer els rd rpdew- 
mov adrod mvonv fwis kal éyévero 6 dvOpwros els uxt fOcar, 
1 Kings xvii. 21 cal évepioncer T@ wacdaply rpls. Ezek. xxxvii. 
€NO2 kal eudanoor els rods vexpods Totrous kal {medrwoay. Wisd. 
xv. 11 Tov éumvedoavra alrg Wuxhy dvepyodcay kal duduvohoarra 
mvedua fwrexdr, 
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quickening Spirit. By His act and by 
His words He made the Church partaker 
of His own risen life. 3 

The Church then on the first Easter 
day came into being. The Church's birth- 
day was succeeded by a time of waiting. 
In the brief interval between Easter and 
Pentecost the historian places one event, 
the choice of St Matthias. The Church 
lived. Action is the sign of life; and the 
Church acted. But in that action there is 
no thought of spiritual direction, no trust 
in an inspiration of right judgment. The 
disciples sought for guidance through the 
earthly and mechanical expedient of casting 
lots. The one action recorded in those 
days was an action marked by spiritual 
immaturity. 

The time of waiting came to an end. 
Then on a definite day, the day of Pente- 
cost; at a definite hour in the early morning 
of that day; ina definite place, the Temple, 
the Father ‘poured forth’ on the represen- 
tatives of the redeemed Church the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. Henceforth the Church 
is the ‘Spirit-bearing Body.’ The day of 
Pentecost was the day of the Church’s 
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Confirmation. Confirmation is the Pente- 
cost of the individual soul’. 

The analogy between the stages of the 
life of the whole Christian Society and the 
stages of the life of the individual member 
of that Society is complete. 


We now turn to those passages of the 
New Testament which refer, or which may 
be thought to refer, to Confirmation. They 
fall into three groups: (1) the historical 
passages of the Book of the Acts; 
(2) passages of the Apostolic Epistles 
which speak of an outward and visible 
sign and of the corresponding inward and 
spiritual grace; (3) passages of the 
Apostolic Epistles which speak of the 
definite reception of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

1 (t) I cannot doubt that the place where the Apostles received 
the Spirit was the Temple. As at the Passover so at Pentecost 
it was the custom that the Priests should open the gates of the 
Temple at ab. Hy and that the crowds of worshippers should 
wait in the Temple courts for the solemnities of the Feast (see 
Edersheim, Zhe Temple, pp. 228 ff.). The Apostles, like other 


devout Jews, would naturally resort to the Temple ‘ when the 
day of Pentecost was being fulfilled.’ If the scene of the history 
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I. The hestorical passages of the 
Book of the Acts. 


The history of the Christian Church 
contained in the Book of the Acts is 
articulated by the words of the Risen Lord 
recorded by St Luke (Acts i. 8): ‘Ye shall 
be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea* and Samaria, and unto the 


was the Temple, we have an explanation of what otherwise 
appears to be inexplicable, z.e. (a) of the presence of large 
numbers of Jews of the Dispersion (Acts ii. g ff.) ; (4) of the 
possibility of so vast a crowd coming together and listening to St 
Peter’s words. The language of the historian completely har- 
monizes with this view: (i) joav émi ro a’réd (v. 1) implies 
assembling for worship (comp. 1 Cor. xi. 20, xiv. 23; Clem. 
Rom. xxxiv. 7, Ign. Phzlad. Vi. 2); (ii) olkos (v. 2) is the regular 
term in the LXX. (e.g. Jer. xlii. (xxxv.) 4) and in Josephus (e.g. 
Antig. VII. xiv. 10) for one of the chambers of the Temple; 
(iii) 7d wAHO0s (v. 6) is elsewhere used by St Luke (Luke i. 10, 

Acts xxi. 36) of the crowd of worshippers in the Temple Courts. 

(2) éxxe (v. 173 Joelii. 28 (iii. ty) is the Pentecostal keyword ; 
see U. 33, X. 45, Tit. iii. 6; comp. Zech. xii. 10 éxxe@ éml Tov olkov 
Aaveld...rvetua xdpiros. The Elebr. is ‘I will pour out my Spirit’; 
the LXX. dé rod rvetuards wou adds the idea of the fulness of 
the source ; comp. Barn. i. 3 éxxexuuévov dd Tod whovelov ris 
anys Kuptov mvetua ép tpas. 

For a discussion of other points connected with the history of 
the Day of Pentecost I must refer to my Credibility of the Book of 
the Acts, pp. 30 ff. 

1 ’Tovdala is here used in the large sense—the land of the 
Jews—which it often bears; compare, ¢.g., Jos. Amftig. I. vii. 2 
(els rhv rére pev Xavavalav Neyouevyny viv 6é "Lovdalay mer@xnyKe), 
Tacitus st. 11.78 (Haec [Caesarea] Judaeae caput est), Luke iv. 
44, Acts x. 37- 
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uttermost part of the earth. Three 
periods are here marked off. (i) There 
is the earliest period, when Jerusalem was 
still the home of the Christian brotherhood. 
(ii) There is the intermediate period, when 
the Church was gradually spreading over 
what we now call the Holy Land. Samaria 
is specially mentioned because the Samari- 
tans were half Jews and half Gentiles. 
(iii) There is the period of world-wide 
extension, when the Church was evangel- 
izing the Provinces of the Roman Empire 
till, having at first borne witness in Jeru- 
salem, it at length bore witness also at Rome. 
Of these three periods St Luke does 
not give a full or exhaustive history. In 
each of them he selects and records typical 
incidents. The Confirmation scenes in the 
Acts are chosen, we cannot doubt, from 
many similar scenes. Each is a represen- 
tative scene for a particular period of the 
Church’s development. The significance 
of each lies in the fact that it is illustrative. 
The Epistles, as we shall presently see, 
enable us to some extent to fill in incidents 
of this kind which are wanting in St Luke’s 
record, 
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(1) Jerusalem. 

I have already spoken of the day 
of Pentecost. The gift of the Spirit 
was on that morning bestowed on repre- 
sentatives of the Church apart from any 
sacramental act or sign. The gift was 
divine not only in itself but in all the circum- 
stances of its bestowal. No human ministry 
intervened between the Giver and the 
recipients. But what of the later events 
of that day? Were the three thousand 
persons confirmed who on that day received 
the word and were baptised? Nothing is 
said of any laying on of hands; and certainly 
we have no right to assume that to have 
happened which is not recorded. The 
occasion was wholly abnormal. But it is 
clear that a definite bestowal of the Holy 
Ghost consequent on, but distinct from, 
their Baptism was vouchsafed to these 
earliest converts to the faith. St Luke, 
who is characteristically brief in his narra- 
tive and is often content by a passing hint 
to suggest important details of the history, 
intimates this in his record of St Peter’s 
exhortation and assurance (ii. 38): ‘Repent 
ye, and be baptised every one of you in the 
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Name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of 
your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost (kat Ajpeobe tHv Swpeav 
Tov wyiov mvevparos). The phrase AaBewv 
To ayvov Tvevpa (7vEvpa ayrov) is the phrase 
elsewhere used by St Luke in reference to 
the reception of the gift of the Spirit at 
Confirmation (viii. 15, 17, x. 47, XIX. 2; 
comp. John vii. 39, 1 Cor. ii. 12, 2 Cor. xi. 4, 
Gal. iii. 2, 14, Rom. viii. 15, 1 John ii. 27). 
For 7 Swpea in this connexion compare 
Vill. 20, X. 45, Xl. 17. 

(2) Theland of the Jews and Samaria. 

In the intermediate period two typical 
scenes are recorded by St Luke. 

(i) Samaria (viii. 12 ff), Those who 
in ‘the city of Samaria’ believed the good 
news proclaimed by Philip the Evangelist 
‘concerning the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ’’ were baptised each 
one (é€Bamrifovro v. 12). The Apostles at 
Jerusalem, hearing of the evangelization 
of the Samaritans, sent Peter and John as 


1 It is worthy of note that this twofold description of the eay- 
yor occurs in the Acts only here and in xxviii. 23, 31, #.¢. at the 
point where the second period of the Apostolic ranges — 
(Samaria) and at the point where the extension of the Church to 
‘the uttermost part of the earth’ (Rome) is related. 
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their representatives to this first colony of 
the Gospel. The two Apostles, when they 
came, offered prayer (clearly in the assembly 
of ‘the Brethren’) that those who had been 
baptised ‘might receive the Holy Ghost’ 
(ors AdBwow wvevdpa ayiov). Then the 
sacramental sign was conferred on each, 
and each ‘received the Holy Ghost’— 
Tote emeTiOeoay Tas yEelpas em avTovs, Kal 
éehapBavov mvedvua aywv. The imperfects 
éreTiVeoay and éddpBavov are pictorial; 
they individualize; they enable us, as it 
were, to see the two Apostles ‘confirming’ 
the converts one after the other and the 
converts one after another rejoicing in 
the reception of the divine gift. We note 
in the careful language of the historian 
(v. 16) the contrast between the state of 
those who ‘had only been baptised into the 
name of the Lord Jesus’ and the full 
possession of the blessings of renewal 
through the illapse (émiuemrwxds) of the 
Spirit. 

(ii) Caesarea (x. 44 ff). The typical 
Confirmation scene just noticed is laid at 
‘the city of Samaria.’ The next is laid at 
Caesarea, the capital of Judaea, the country 
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of the Jews (comp. Tacitus quoted above, 
p.22). St Peter was prepared by a vision 
for the invitation of the Roman Centurion. 
When the Apostle reached Caesarea, he 
was met by Cornelius and entered into his 
house. While he was speaking to him and 
the ‘many’ that were ‘come together,’ ‘the 
Holy Ghost fell on all those who were 
hearing the word.’ No scruple, the Apostle 
urged, could be felt by any as to the 
baptism of those whom God had thus 
accepted. At his command they were 
‘baptised in the name of Jesus Christ.’ 
In the case of this assembly of Gentiles, 
as in the case of the Apostles themselves, 
there was no sacramental act orsign. The 
Holy Ghost was given independently of 
any ‘laying on of hands.’ The fact marks 
the occasion as the Gentile Pentecost (xi. 
15 womep Kai ef npyas ev apyn). The 
historian in this narrative, as in the record 
of the Day of Pentecost (ii. 17, 33), is 
careful to use the Pentecostal keyword which 
he employs nowhere else—ézi ta €Ovy 4 
Swped TOU mvevpatos Tod wyiov éxKéyuTat 
(v. 45). Here was a typical fulfilment of 
the promise that ‘in the last days’ God 
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would ‘pour forth of his Spirit upon all 
flesh’ (ii. 17, Joel ii. 28) Hence the 
emphasis laid on this outpouring of the 
Spirit in the immediate sequel (xi. 15 ff.), 
when St Peter at Jerusalem defended his 
action, and later in the same Apostle’s 
speech (xv. 8) at the Council of Jerusalem, 
when the liberty of the Gentile Churches 
had to be vindicated. This history, let us 
remark, is a warning against two opposite 
and very common temptations—({i) the 
temptation to undervalue the sacraments ; 
even after the converts had received the 
gift of the Spirit, the Apostle gave command 
that they should be baptised; (ii) the 
temptation to deny or to endeavour to 
explain away manifestations of divine grace 
in those who have had no part in outward 
ordinances. This latter point is of special 
importance in regard to the subject under 
discussion. A clear and strong conviction 
of the blessing of Confirmation does not 
justify us in remaining blind to the signs 
of the presence of the Spirit in the holy 
men and women who have had no part in, 
or who even reject, the rite of Confirmation. 
He who is most loyal to the order of the 
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Catholic Church will rejoice in every token 
that the bounty of the Father in Heaven is 
not limited by that order. 

One other incident belonging to this 
period demands notice. The Acts contains 
two accounts of the visit of Ananias to 
Saul of Tarsus after his conversion 
(ix. 10 ff., xxii. 12 ff). In both the his- 
torian tells us of the Baptism of Saul. In 
the earlier of the two passages he speaks 
also of a ‘laying on of hands.’ Ananias 
in a vision receives a divine command to 
go to Saul; for Saul too has had a vision 
and has seen Ananias ‘coming in and 
laying his hands on him, that he might 
receive his sight.’ Ananias obeys. He 
goes to Saul and, laying his hands on him, 
says ‘ Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, 
who appeared unto thee in the way which 
thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mayest 
receive thy sight and be filled with the 
Holy Ghost.’ ‘And straightway,’ St Luke 
adds, ‘there fell from his eyes as it were 
scales, and he received his sight; and 
he arose and was baptised.’ It can hardly 
be questioned by those who, in view of the 
reinforcement of tradition by the internal 
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evidence of the Book itself, regard St 
Luke as the author of the Acts, that 
St Luke derived his information as to the 
conversion of St Paul from the Apostle 
himself. We have good reason therefore 
for believing that the compressed narrative 
of the visit of Ananias to Saul of Tarsus 
gives with approximate accuracy the words 
spoken by Ananias and the true sequence 
of events. We learn then that a 
‘disciple, who apparently held no official 
position in the Church, received a divine 
commission to admit Saul of Tarsus, the 
persecutor, into the Church of the redeemed; 
that so divinely commissioned he laid his 
hands on him, conferring thereby on him a 
twofold gift, the gift of physical restoration 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit; and that 
immediately afterwards Saul was baptised. 
The restoration of sight was doubtless to 
Saul a pledge of the reality of the spiritual 
endowment (comp. Mark ii. 6 ff., Matt. ix. 
3 ff., Luke v. 21 ff.). Here, as in-the case 
of Cornelius and his friends, the gift of the 
Spirit preceded Baptism. If we hesitate 
to regard Ananias’ ‘laying on of hands’ as 
a conscious and formal act of Confirmation, 
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yet at any rate the history witnesses to the 
habitual recognition in the Apostolic Church 
of a close connexion between ‘the laying 
on of hands’ and the bestowal of the Holy 
Spirit. 

(3) The extension of the Church to 
‘the uttermost part of the earth.’ 

In the period of world-wide extension 
St Luke selects one Confirmation scene. 
Ephesus was the great centre of Asiatic 
idolatry, a typical stronghold of false 
worship. When St Paul arrived there 
(xix. 1 ff.) and found ‘certain disciples,’ he 
is represented as asking them the question 
‘Did ye receive the Holy Ghost when ye 
believed ? (ei mvetpa ayvov edd Bere miotev- 
cavtes ;). The question does not look 
to an inner consciousness which the ‘dis- 
ciples’ might have had of the presence 
and influence of the Holy Spirit but 
to a definite reception of the Holy Spirit 
at the beginning of their Christian life 
(ruorevoavres) of such a kind that, if it had 
been vouchsafed to them, they could not 
but remember it. The Apostle assumed 
that, if they were ‘disciples,’ they must have 
been baptised. He is anxious to know if 
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their Baptism had been followed by their 
Confirmation. When they answered that 
they had indeed been baptised, but baptised 
only with John’s Baptism, he explained 
to them the Baptist’s work and faith in 
Jesus. ‘And when they heard this, they 
were baptised into the name of the Lord 
Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands 
upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them,’ 
The question of St Paul is very significant. 
There is nothing in the narrative to lead 
us to suppose that he followed at Ephesus 
a course which he did not follow elsewhere. 
It was natural to him to ascertain whether 
such converts as he found in this place or in 
that had received the grace of Confirmation. 
It is equally clear from the history that it 
was his regular practice to confirm by the 
laying on of hands those who had been 
baptised. Further, the question reveals 
what was commonly but not universally the 
case in the Apostolic age with those who 
had been baptised. It was to be hoped, 
but it was not to be assumed, that they 
had ‘received the Holy Ghost.’ If they 
had not, the explanation might lie in the 
fact that they owed their conversion to an 
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evangelist who had authority to baptise but 
not to confirm (comp. viii. 12, 14 ff.). 

A review of these historical notices, 
which, it will be remembered, are repre- 
sentative, brings out the following points : 
(1) In the Apostolic Church a definite 
bestowal of the Holy Spirit normally 
followed Baptism’. (2) The outward and 
visible sign was the ‘laying on of hands.’ 
(3) The gift was sometimes evidenced by 
an extraordinary ‘manifestation of the 
Spirit,’ tongues (ii. 4, x. 46, xix. 6) and 
prophecy (xix. 6). But this was not always 
so. In the case of the converts at Samaria 
(viii. 17) and, we may add, of Saul of 
Tarsus (ix. 17 f.), no such ‘manifestation’ 
is recorded. Such an extraordinary ‘mani- 
festation ’ then, whatever its varying forms’, 
was not of the essence of the gift but was 
rather an accidental result of the Spirit's 
presence. St Paul mentions ‘ prophecy’ 
and ‘divers kinds of tongues’ among many 


1 This was not the case, so far as the record goes, in the 
following instances, (1) the Baptism of the Ethiopian Eunuch by 
Philip the Evangelist (viii. 38) 3 (2) of Lydia and her house at 
Philippi (xvi. 15); (3) of the jailor at Philippi (xvi. 33) ; (4) of 
the converts at Corinth (xviii. 8). 

* For a discussion as to the nature of ‘tongues’ I must refer 
to my Credibility of the Book of the Acts, pp. 35 ff. 
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other modes of the ‘manifestation of the 
Spirit’ (1 Cor. xii. 4 ff,, 28 ff.); and he clearly 
does not rank ‘tongues’ as among the 
highest of the Spirit’s gifts (1 Cor. xiii., 
xiv.). (4) The minister, at least normally, 
was an Apostle. (5) ‘Laying on of hands’ 
was not confined to one school of the 
Apostles. The rite was administered by 
the Apostles of the Circumcision and by 
the Apostle of the Gentiles. The imposi- 
tion of hands after Baptism is represented 
as the natural act of the Apostles in the 
case of their converts. No explanation of 
the origin of the practice is given. In the 
first days it had a place in the life of the 
Church. Short of an express statement to 
that effect we could have no more con- 
vincing proof that herein the Apostles were 
following a command which they had 
received from the Lord: Himself. 
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II. Passages of the Apostolic Epistles 
which speak of an outward and 
visible sign in Confirmation and of 
the corresponding inward and spiritual 
grace. 


2 Timothy i. 6f. 6¢ av aitiav dvap- 
pYATKO oe avalomupely TO Xa pio pa. TOU 
God, 6 6 €oTW €év gol dua 7S emerews TOV 
XeLpav pov: ov yap €dwKev Hiv 6 Geos TVEv pA. 
dethias, GAAa Suvdpews Kal aydans Kat 
Twppovic pov. 

It is perhaps universally assumed that 
these words refer to Timothy’ s Ordination: 
SO Chrysostom, TOUTEOT, Tv Xdpw Tov 
TVEVLATOS, 4 éhaBes eis _Tpooraciav THS 
exxdnaotas, eis onpeta, eis THY aTpEtay 
dmracav. But the oftener I read the 
passage, the clearer, I confess, it seems to 
me that St Paul has in view not Timothy’s 
Ordination but Timothy’s Confirmation. 
For this opinion I will give my reasons. 

It is convenient to turn first to that 
passage in the First Epistle (1 Tim. iv. 14) 
which is commonly regarded as referring 
to the same occasion as our present 
passage. The words are these: pr dpédre 
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Tov &v col yapioparos, 6 €dd0n cor dia 
mpopytetas peta eriléoews TOV YELP@V TOU 
ampecButepiov. The fact that in one 
passage the allusion is to the ‘ laying on of 
the hands of the presbytery’ and in the 
other to the ‘laying on of my hands’ does 
not in itself seem to me a serious difficulty 
in the way of supposing that the two 
passages have the same event in view. 
An Apostle, as a Bishop now, would 
doubtless take the leading place among the 
presbyters in an act of Ordination; and in 
the fervour of a personal appeal he might 
well refer exclusively to his own part in 
the solemn rite of blessing. Yet the 
impression produced by the difference of 
language is that the two passages allude to 
two different occasions. And this impres- 
sion is greatly strengthened when we 
examine the context of the two passages. 
In the verses which precede the earlier 
passage (1 Tim. iv. 11 ff.) Timothy is 
regarded as a leader. He is to ‘command 
and teach,’ to shew himself a ‘pattern to 
the faithful,’ to ‘give attention’ to the 
public reading of Scripture, to public 
exhortation, and to public teaching. It is 
36 


THE APOSTOLIC AGE 


that he may fulfil these duties of a pastor 
and teacher that he is to be careful not to 
‘neglect the gift that is in him.’ The 
context in the later passage is wholly 
different. St Paul recalls ‘the unfeigned 
faith’ which was ‘in’ Timothy, a faith, 
he adds, which ‘dwelt first in thy grand- 
mother Lois and thy mother Eunice.’ The 
assurance that in Christian faith Timothy 
resembled his Mother and his Grandmother 
is the occasion of the appeal which follows: 
‘For the which cause I put thee in remem- 
brance that thou ever kindle into flame the 
gift of God, which is in thee through the 
laying on of my hands.’ There is nothing 
here which leads up to the thought of the 
grace of Ordination. The mention of 
Timothy’s Mother and Grandmother sug- 
gests that the charzsma which Timothy is 
ever to keep alive is one which is bestowed 
on all faithful people, and that the occasion 
when he received the ‘outward and visible 
sign’ of its bestowal was at an early stage 
of his Christian life. Again, how is the 
charisma described? ‘For God gave us not 
a spirit of fearfulness (SevAcas), but of power 
and love and soberness (aw@povopod).’ 
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When St Paul speaks of ‘us,’ does he 
mean ‘us disciples’ or ‘us to whom a 
ministry or an oversight has been com- 
mitted’? I do not doubt that he here 
regards himself and Timothy simply as 
members of the Church. For the negative 
clause, ‘not a spirit of fearfulness,’ recalls 
at once the wide and general language of 
an earlier Epistle, ‘Ye received not the 
spirit of bondage again unto fear, but ye 
received the spirit of adoption’ (Rom. viii. 
15; comp. Gal. iv. 6); and the gifts of 
‘power’ and ‘love’ and ‘soberness’ are 
catholic gifts, gifts, that is, which are 
common to all those who are ‘in Christ 
Jesus.’* Lastly, we turn to the succeeding 
context. The inference of duty (odv) 
. which the Apostle draws for Timothy from 
the premiss of assured endowment is that 
he must not be ‘ashamed of the testimony 
of our Lord nor of me his prisoner’ 
(comp. v. 16); he must ‘suffer hardship 
with the gospel’ according to the power 


1 For dvvayis compare ¢.g. Eph. iii. 16, Col. i. 11; for dydarn 
e.g. 1 Cor. xil. 31—xiv. 1 ; for cwpoviopds c.g. Rom. xii. 3, 1 Tim. 
ii. 9, 15, Titus ii. 2, 5 f., 12. 

2 Comp. Phil. i. 27 f. cvvaddobvres ry mlorer Tod evayyedlou 
Kal uh wrupdpevot K.T.A. 
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of God, who saved us and called us with 
an holy calling.” Here too the ‘us’ is 
certainly ‘us Christians.’ The ‘holy call- 
ing’ (comp. 2 Thess. i. 11, 1 Cor. i. 26, 
Phil. iii. 14, Eph. iv. 1, 4) looks back to 
the first beginning of the Christian life. 
The duties to which St Paul summons 
Timothy are such as are binding on all 
the people of God. A review of the 
whole passage then leads to the con- 
clusion that St Paul, conscious that he is 
now nearing his end, recalls to Timothy’s 
mind an occasion, which both of them 
would vividly remember, when, his ‘be- 
loved child’ (1 Cor. iv. 17) having been 
‘baptised into the name of the Lord 
Jesus,’ he himself ‘laid his hands on him 
and the Holy Ghost came upon him’ 
(comp. Acts xix. 6). It is not difficult 
to find a place for this occasion in the 
history recorded in the Acts. When 
during his second missionary journey St 
Paul revisited Lystra, Timothy was already 
a ‘disciple’ and already well known to the 
‘brethren’ both at Lystra and at Iconium 
(Acts xvi. 2). Clearly he was not now 
a ‘neophyte.’ We are precluded then 
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from connecting his Confirmation with this 
visit of St Paul to Timothy’s home. It 
must have taken place during St Paul’s 
earlier sojourn at Lystra (Acts xiv. 8 ff.). 
The narrative of the Apostle’s first visit 
to Lystra is wholly occupied with the 
healing of the cripple and its sequel. But 
it contains an incidental reference to 
successful evangelistic work. When the 
Jews who came from Antioch and Iconium 
had stoned St Paul and dragging him out 
of the city had left him, ‘ the disciples,’ it is 
said, stood round his seemingly dead body. 
St Paul then did not leave Lystra till he 
had planted an infant Church there. Of 
the disciples who were ‘the first fruit’ of 
Lycaonia it is no extravagant conjecture 
that Timothy was one. During this first 
visit to Lystra Timothy, we may reason- 
ably suppose, was baptised and had the 
Apostle’s hands laid on him. The Epistle 
then supplements the story of the Acts. 
To the one Confirmation scene of St Paul’s 
ministry recorded in the Acts it adds 
another and an earlier Confirmation scene. 
It strengthens the inference which we 
drew from the account of what took place 
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at Ephesus, that the Apostle was wont, 
after his converts had been baptised, to lay 
his hands on them that they might receive 
the endowment of the Spirit. Further, it is 
to be especially noticed that the grace of 
Confirmation in the Epistle does not lie 
in any extraordinary ‘manifestation of the 
Spirit,’ such as tongues or prophecy or the 
working of miracles, but in the bestowal of 
a purely spiritual endowment, ‘power and 
love and soberness.’ 

Hebrews vi. rf. ext tHv TedevdTyHTa 
pepopea, p) Taw Gepédvov kataBahhdopevor 
peTravoias a7r0 VEK QV Epyar, Kat TiTTEWS emt 
Gedv, Bomriopav wdax7)s (2. Z. §uday7v) é emt 
déveds TE XELPOP, dvarTacEns (v. 2. ava- 
OTdoEws TE) VEKPOV Kal Kpiwaros aiwviou. 

A few words must first be said as to 
the closely related subjects of reading and 
of construction in the clause with which we 
are immediately concerned (Bamripar... 
xe—pov). The reading didaxys is found in 
NACDvg; didayyv in Bd. The former 
reading, being that found in different groups 
of MSS. representing different types of 
text, must, I think, be regarded as the 
better supported reading. Codex B is 
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undoubtedly a high authority; but to accept 
a reading practically supported by it alone 
seems to attribute to it undue weight, 
unless indeed such a reading commends 
itself strongly on the ground of intrinsic 
probability. The reverse of this appears 
to be the case here. If we take the reading 
didayyv, it is in apposition to Peuéduov, on 
which depend the genitives peravoias and 
aiotews. When the regimen of QOeynéduov 
has once been broken by dudayyy, it is 
impossible to revert to Geyédtov in regard 
to the genitives of the final clause avacrd- 
aews and xpiparos. These two latter 
arming must in that case depend on 

isay7nv. Theadoption then of the reading 
dudaynv (1) dislocates the passage, cutting 
off two of the three clauses from connexion 
with the essential idea conveyed in the 
word Benéduov; (2) it fails to recognise the 
difference between the abstract terms 
‘repentance,’ ‘faith,’ ‘resurrection,’ ‘judg- 
ment’ and on the other hand the terms 
describing the definite and concrete acts of 
‘baptism’ and ‘laying on of hands.’ The 
addition of the word ‘teaching’ in reference 
to these latter words is necessary in order 
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to correlate them with the other four 
words. Hence, though Westcott and Hort 
prefer diday7yv, I venture on the ground 
both of documentary evidence and of in- 
ternal considerations to adopt the reading 
didayns. The word dday7s denotes the 
‘inward and spiritual’ meaning of the two 
‘outward and visible signs,’ Bamticpoi and 
erideois yeipwv. 

We next enquire what is the reference 
in Barricpov and émbécews yerpov. Bishop 
Westcott zz /oco maintains that the former 
term includes ‘Christian Baptism and other 
lustral rites,’ adding that ‘the teaching 
would naturally be directed to shew their 
essential difference. He gives a somewhat 
similarly inclusive meaning to the ‘laying 
on of hands,’ regarding it as ‘the expressive 
symbol of a solemn blessing (Matt. xix. 13), 
of the restoration or communication of 
strength for a definite work.’ Such too in 
general is the interpretation of the former 
term given by Dr Vaughan in his com- 
mentary on the Epistle; though he explains 
the latter as ‘that seguel and complement of 
baptism of which we have examples in 
Acts viii. 17 and xix. 6.’ No one can 


43 


CONFIRMATION IN 


lightly differ from these two masters of 
exegesis. Yet I confess that I cannot 
accept their interpretation. For (1) the 
writer of the Epistle disparages such 
‘lustral rites’ as being dukavépata capKds 
Pex pe Katpov SiopAdcews emuxeipeva (ix. 10); 
it cannot be part of the ‘foundation’ to 
shew the insufficiency of these; the 
‘teaching’ which is part of the ‘foundation’ 
_must be positive, not controversial; (2) the 
reference to ‘repentance’ and ‘faith’ leads 
on to the mention not of ‘lustral rites’ 
generally but of Christian Baptism speci- 
fically (comp. Acts ii. 38); (3) the writer 
marks the great crises of the Christian life 
here and hereafter; the Christian man 
‘repents’ and ‘believes’; he is ‘baptised’ 
and ‘confirmed’; he will ‘rise’ and be 
‘judged.’ Another interpretation of the 
plural Barrwopev then must be sought. 
Now just as ¢.g. aomacpos means an act 
of salutation, so Bamruopds (ix. 10, Mark 
vil. 4, Col. ii, 12 v. 4) means an act of 
baptism or washing. The phrase d:day7 
Bamrticpov therefore signifies ‘the teaching 
about acts of washing,’ the exposition of 
the truths and spiritual principles embodied 


44 


THE APOSTOLIC AGE 


and expressed in the baptism of this 
disciple and of that. The exact expression 
seems chosen to denote not the Christian 
rite in the abstract (Bdmropa) but the 
Christian rite in its concrete application to 
individual believers (comp. x. 22). If this 
interpretation of Bawtwcper is correct, the 
meaning of émiécews xeipor is fixed. It 
cannot be general and inclusive; it must 
exclusively denote that act of spiritual 
blessing which in the Apostolic Church 
normally followed Baptism. 

The question still remains What was the 
writers conception of the ‘teaching’ to 
which he refers? The answer is given in 
three passages of the Epistle, one of these 
being in the immediate context of the 
passage which we have just been con- 
sidering. 

(a) vi. 4 TOUS amag pura bévras, 
yevoapevors TE TS @pEeas THS émoupaviou 
Kal jeTOXOUS yen b&vras TVEVLATOS aylov, Kat 
Kahov yevoapévous Oeod pha «.t.d. The 
writer is describing persons whom ‘it is 
impossible to renew again unto repentance,’ 
They are those who ‘were once for all 
enlightened and tasted in its beauty the 
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word of God and the powers of the world 
to come and fell away.’ He further defines 
what he meant by the words ‘who were 
once for all enlightened They were 
‘enlightened’ ‘in that (07 when) they both 
tasted the heavenly gift and became par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost.’ The doricpds 
has two parts (re...«ai). First those who 
were ‘enlightened’ consciously realized 
their part in God’s gift of the ‘only 
begotten Son’ (John iii. 16; comp. Rom. v. 
15, 17) and in God’s gifts that are ‘in 
Christ,’ the gift of ‘eternal life’ (1 John v. 
11) and the gift of sonship (John i. 12). 
This manifold gift of redemption and 
renewal is pledged to all who are ‘baptised 
into Jesus Christ’ (Gal. iii. 27, Rom. vi. 3). 
The allusion then in these words is to 
Baptism. Secondly those who were ‘en- 
lightened’ had a participation in the en- 
dowment of Pentecost; ‘they became 
partakers of the Holy Ghost.’ This par- 
ticipation in the Holy Ghost was, as we 
learn from the Acts, conveyed to believers 
by the ‘laying on of hands.’ In these 
words therefore the writer clearly defines 
the ‘teaching about baptisms and the 
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laying on of hands’ of which he has just 
spoken. 

(4) ii. 3 f. ares [sc. carnpia |, dpxny 
haBovoa hahevo au dua TOU Kupiov, UTO TOV 
dKovodvTwv eis pas éBeBardOn, ouveTt- 
papTupovvTos TOU Geod...1vedpatos ayiov 
pepiopots Kata THY EavTod OéAnow. The 
mind of the writer goes back to the time 
when the message of salvation was first 
brought to him and to his friends (eis nyas) 
by evangelists who had themselves heard 
the Lord, and when God bore His witness 
to the message of the Gospel by a bestowal 
of the Spirit as definite and unmistakeable 
as ‘the signs and wonders’ to which he 
refers. The passage recalls some Confir- 
mation scene or scenes in some Palestinian 
Church such as the representative Confir- 
mation scene which St Luke records as 
taking place in ‘the city of Samaria’ 
(Acts viii. 14 ff). It is a strong and 
circumstantial testimony to the truth of the 
narratives contained in the Acts. 

(c) x. 29 6 Tov viov Tov Oeov Kara- 
TaTHT as, Kal TO ala THs Suabjens Kowov 
Tyne dpevos ev nyaaOn, Kal TO Treva 
Ts xapiros evvBpioas. ‘The language 
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used,’ writes Bishop Westcott zz Joco, 
‘suggests the open repudiation of the 
baptismal confession and covenant.’ That 
the writer has in view the initiation of the 
Christian life appears from the words év @ 
nyitaby (comp. 1 Cor. vi. 11). In _ his 
baptism the man was ‘sanctified’ ‘in the 
blood of the covenant.’ Having been ‘bap- 
tised into Jesus Christ’ he rejects Christ— 
note the august title ‘the Son of God’; comp. 
vi. 6—and His redemption. In another 
passage of the Epistle (x. 22) the ‘outward 
and visible sign’ is made prominent, Aedov- 
opevot TO capa voatt KaOap@: here ‘the 
inward and spiritual grace.’ In the words 
which follow—‘ hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace’—the allusion to the gift in 
Confirmation is no less clear. The special 
phrase, ‘the Spirit of grace,’ is significant. 
The Spirit given in Confirmation is the 
vehicle to those who are ‘in Christ’ of ‘the 
manifold grace of God’ (1 Pet. iv. 10). 
Thus the writer of the Epistle reveals 
incidentally what is his conception of that 
‘teaching about baptisms and the laying 
on of hands’ which he reckons as pertain- 
ing to the ‘foundation.’ In Baptism the 
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convert realizes his own part in God’s gift 
of Christ and of the blessings involved in 
that supreme gift. As his ‘body is washed 
with pure water,’ so he is ‘sanctified in’ 
the blood of Christ. In Confirmation he 
is made a ‘partaker of the Holy Ghost,’ 
in whom the divine grace is embodied and 
bestowed. Together Baptism and Con- 
firmation are an ‘enlightenment.’ Hence- 
forth, if he is faithful, he can ‘walk in the 
light,’ ‘the true light’ which ‘now shineth’ 
(1 John i. 7, ii. 8). 

We can now estimate the significance 
of the passage of the Epistle (vi. 1 f.) from 
which we started. (i) We learn the close 
association in the Apostolic age of Baptism 
and Confirmation. Through them the 
convert was brought into personal relation 
with the great gifts of God bestowed on 
man in the Incarnation and in Pentecost. 
(ii) We learn the name of Confirmation 
current in the Apostolic age—émieous 
xerpov, ‘the laying on of hands.’ (iii) We 
learn the importance which in the Apostolic 
age was attached to these two sacramental 
acts and their spiritual meaning. (iv) We 
learn that the gift of the Spirit in the 
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Apostolic age was not essentially connected 
with any so called miraculous powers. 
(v) We learn that in the Apostolic age Con- 
firmation aswell as Baptism was the acknow- 
ledged inheritance of Christians of different 
schools of thought. The unknown writer 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews was a Jew; 
but the tone and temper of his teaching 
was not that of St Paul or of the Apostles of 
the Circumcision. He was deeply embued 
with the literary culture and the philosophic 
thought of Alexandria. His Epistle shews 
us that, however widely the first disciples 
differed in their interpretation of some 
elements of Christian truth, there was no 
divergence of practice or of thought in 
regard to Baptism and Confirmation. 


We have now reviewed all the passages 
in the New Testament which speak of the 
laying on of hands in connexion with 
Confirmation. Is there any indirect allusion 
to this outward and visible sign in the 
Apostolic writings? I cannot but think 
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that such an allusion is to be found in the 
three passages in which St Paul speaks of 
a divine sealing. They are these: 

2 Corinthians i, 21 f. 6 dé BeBarav mpas 
ov Dp ets Xpuorov Kat Xpioas pas Oeds, 6 
kal oppayiodpevos Hyas Kat Sovs Tov a dppa- 

Ova TOU TvEdpaTOS EV Tats | ka.p taus ¥ npov. 

Ephesians i i. 13 f. €v w [sc. TO xproTa | 
Ka Dpets dKovoavTes TOV Adyov TIS ‘dhyBeias, 
TO evayy€evov TS TWTHpLas UpLav, e@ @ Kat 
TLOTEVTAVTES, eappayia One TO here TNS 
emayyehias T wylo, oO [v. 4 0s | €oTW 
appaBav 77s kdnpovopias 7pav, eis darohv- 
TPwWOLV TS TEPLTOLNT EWS, Eis eT awov THS 
dd€ns avrov. 

Ephesians iv. 30 Kal my) Aurretre TO 
TVEU LO. 70 dyvov ToD Oeod, & @ éaodpa- 
yioOnre cis Néepav drohutpdcews. 

In each of these passages the sealing is 
intimately connected with the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the 
Xapaxrnp, the ‘impress’ or ‘stamp’ which 
is imparted and which abides. He who 

‘seals’ is God. We have a close Parallel 
to these passages in John vi. 27 TovUTov yap 
6 maT p éodpayioev 6 Oeds: the Father 

‘sealed’ the Incarnate Son by the Spirit 
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who abode on Him (John i. 32, iii. 34). 
Further, in these passages the use of the 
aorist shews that the reference is to a 
definite crisis of the Christian life in the 
past. In 2 Cor. 1. 21f. the present parti- 
ciple (BeBawv) gives place to a series of 
aorist participles (ypioas, oppay.odpevos, 
dovs). In Eph. i. 13 f. it is clear that the 
allusion is to the time when the converts 
became believers (dxovoartes...mirTevoar- 
tes eoppayiaOnre) ; compare Acts xix. 2 et 
Tvedpa aytov eha Bete mictevoavres; There 
can be no doubt then that St Paul in these 
passages has in mind the bestowal of the 
Holy Spirit in Confirmation. Now the 
metaphor of sealing suggests not only the 
ideas of possession and of consequent 
security but also that of a certain character 
being impressed on the person who is 
sealed. This latter idea is vividly and, so 
to speak, pictorially expressed by ‘the 
laying on of hands.’ Just as the washing 
of the neophyte in Baptism is the outward 
and visible sign that God cleanses him from 
his sins, so the imposition of hands with 
prayer for the Holy Spirit is the outward 
and visible sign that God seals him with 
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the Holy Spirit. The divine sealing is the 
heavenly and spiritual counterpart of the 
human and earthly act of the laying on of 
hands. When St Paul speaks of God 
sealing men with the Holy Spirit, he seems 
to be indirectly alluding to the ministers of 
Christ laying their hands on the converts 
and praying for them that they might 
receive the Holy Ghost (Acts viii. 15). 


But at this point another question 
suggests itself. In the Apostolic Church 
was the laying on of hands the only out- 
ward and visible sign used in Confirmation? 
Or was unction also a recognised symbol ? 
Three lines of argument converge to 
suggest an affirmative answer to the latter 
question. 

(1) Laying on of hands and anointing 
are in the Bible closely related sym- 
bolical acts. According to Numbers viii. 
10 the Levites were originally set 
apart by a laying on of hands: ‘the 
children of Israel shall lay their hands upon 
the Levites.’ The Priests and in particular 
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the High Priest were anointed (¢.g. Ex. 
xxvili. 41). In New Testament times both 
actions were used in regard to the sick. 
Both the Lord Himself and the Apostles 
laid their hands on the sick (e.g. Mark vi. 5, 
viii. 23, Acts xxviii. 8). The Apostles when 
our Lord first sent them forth in Galilee 
anointed the sick (Mark vi. 13); and St 
James, writing ‘to the twelve tribes which 
are of the Dispersion,’ enjoins (v. 14) that 
prayers should be offered for the recovery 
of the sick accompanied by anointing. It 
would be very natural therefore if in Con- 
firmation both laying on of hands and 
unction were employed by the Apostles 
and their followers. 

(2) Inthe sub-apostolic literature there 
is, so far as I know, no clear allusion to 
Confirmation. But in the writings of 
Tertullian, which belong to the end of the 
second century and to the beginning of the 
third, Confirmation holds an assured place 
in the sacramental system of the Church. 
The language used by this Father implies 
that he is referring to established customs in 
his own Church of Carthage ; and among 
these customs was an anointing of the 
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baptised immediately preceding the laying 
on of hands. The chief passages are these: 

de Baptismo vii., viii. Exinde egressi 
de lavacro perungimur benedicta unctione 
de pristina disciplina, qua ungi oleo de 
cornu in sacerdotio solebant...... Dehinc 
manus imponitur, per benedictionem advo- 
cans et invitans Spiritum Sanctum. 

de Resurrectione Carnts viii. Scilicet 
caro abluitur ut anima emaculetur: caro 
ungitur ut anima consecretur: caro signatur* 
ut et anima muniatur: caro manus imposi- 
tione adumbratur ut et anima _ spiritu 
illuminetur : caro corpore et sanguine Christi 
vescitur ut et anima de Deo saginetur. 

A fuller description of this rite is given 
in the Canons of Hippolytus (ed. Achelis 

p. 98): ‘Ubi ex aqua ascendit, presbyter 
eehendit chrisma evxapiotias et signat 
frontem et os et pectus ejus signo crucis 
ungitque totum corpus ejus et caput et 
faciem dicens: Ego te ungo in nomine Patris 
et Filii et Spiritus Sancti...[bi episcopus 
manum imponens omnibus qui baptizati 


1 The allusion is to the s igning with the sign of the cross; 
comp. ¢.g. ad Uxorem ii. 5 (Latebisne tu, cum lectulum, cum 
corpusculum tuum signas ?), 8 (furtiva signatio), 
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sunt, haec orat dicens: Benedicimus tibi, 
omnipotens Domine Deus, quia hos dignos 
reddidisti, qui iterum nascerentur, et super 
quos Spiritum Tuum Sanctum effundis, ut 
jam uniti sint corpori ecclesiae. If, as 
seems probable, these Canons are sub- 
stantially those of Hippolytus and _ this 
portion of them original, we have evidence 
that at Rome about 230 A.D. unction was 
practised as a rite preparatory to the laying 
on of hands. 

Irenaeus enables us to carry the evi- 
dence somewhat further back. In the first 
of his five Books against Heresies! (ed. 
Massuet) i. 21. 3 he tells us that a certain 
Gnostic sect, the Marcosians, anointed the 
person who had just been baptised—ezeura 
pupilovor Tov TeTeheopevovy TH b7@ TO atro 
Badtodpov: TO yap pupov TovTO TUTOV THS 
vrép TA Ga Evwodias eivas A€yovow. There 
can be little doubt that the rites and litur- 
gical formulae of the Gnostic sects were 
derived from, and were a parody of, the 
rites and liturgical formulae of the Catholic 


1 The third book was written during the episcopate of 
Eleutherus (ili. 3. 3). Eleutherus was Bishop of Rome A.D. 175— 
190. 
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Church. We infer therefore that this 
unction was a custom in the Church when 
the Marcosians broke away from it, and 
that consequently it must have been in use 
at least as early as the middle of the 
second century. 

It seems however very improbable that, 
while unction had an acknowledged place 
as a religious rite in the Old Testament 
and was practised at least to some extent 
in Apostolic times together with laying on 
of hands in the healing of the sick, it 
should have sprung up independently in 
the Church of the second century in close 
connexion with the laying on of hands in 
Confirmation: It is far more probable that 
the unction of which, for example, Tertullian 
speaks was a survival from Apostolic days. 

(3) We now turn to two passages of 
the New Testament, viz., 2 Cor. i. 21 f., 
1 John ii. 20, 27. 

2 Corinthians i. 21 f. (quoted above 
p. 51). Here a divine act of anointing is 
spoken of side by side with a divine act of 
sealing, and both are intimately connected 
with the gift of the Spirit. We saw that in all 
probability this sealing is to be regarded as 
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the heavenly counterpart of the earthly sign 
of laying on of hands. In the same way 
is it not natural to look upon the divine 
anointing as the spiritual reality figured by 
an anointing with material oil ? 

1 John ii, 20, 27 Kat tpets ypiopa 
EXETE amr TOV ayiov: oloaTe mavTES—ovK 
eypaa (v. 2. kai oldare TavTA. ovK eypaiba) 
Duly OTL ovK oloaTe THY aAHDeLav, adr’ TL 
oloaTe aUTHY, Kal OTL Tay wWevdos eK THS 
adnGeias ovk EoTW...Kal UpmEls TO xplopa 6 
ela Bere am avrov pever €v vpiv, Kai ov xpelay 
EXETE Wa TLS OLOGTKY Vas? GAN ws TO avTOD 
Xpiopa dSiwddoKe vas wept mavTwrv, Kal 
ahynbés €orw Kal ovK €oTw Weddos, Kal Kaas 
edidakev buds, mévere ev avTa. 

St John is here speaking of the ‘many 
anti-christs’ who had arisen. Against their 
deceits Christians are fore-armed. They 
all have a teacher in the unction which they 
received. It abides in them. It teaches 
them ‘concerning all things.’ They ‘know 
the truth.’ What then is this unction, this 
anointing oil? A comparison of St John’s 
language in the Gospel (xiv. 16, 26, xvi. 13) 
with his language here leaves us in no 


doubt. What is there said of the Holy 
58 


THE APOSTOLIC AGE 


Spirit is here said of the unction. The 
unction of the Epistle is the Spirit. The 
unction, the Spirit, had been bestowed on 
the Christians to whom St John wrote at a 
definite time to which they could look back 
(6 ékadBere v. 27; comp. Acts xix. 2). I 
cannot doubt that the Apostle recalls to the 
minds of his friends the pledge which they 
received in their Confirmation. But if so, 
is the term ‘unction’ wholly metaphorical 
(comp. Luke iv. 18, Acts iv. 27, x. 38)? 
The allusion to the unction is to us abrupt 
and startling. Nothing in the passage has 
‘prepared the way for it. No explanation 
is given. It seems to require some context 
of personal sacred association. It can 
hardly be questioned that the whole passage 
gains in force, directness, and intelligibility, 
if we assume that unction was used among 
those to whom St John wrote as a symbol 
of the bestowal of the Holy Spirit in 
Confirmation. 

When then we weigh all these con- 
siderations, it becomes exceedingly probable 
that in Apostolic times besides the laying 
on of hands anointing was used as an 
outward and visible sign in the rite of 
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Confirmation. Such a supposition at once 
explains the language of St Paul and of 
St John and accounts for the custom of 
later times. But it must be carefully noted 
that we have no explicit evidence as to 
Apostolic usage and that our conclusion is 
no more than a probable inference. The 
Church of England as a national branch of 
the Catholic Church is fully justified in 
dispensing with a symbol which, as the 
evidence when carefully considered seems 
clearly to shew, was not universal in 
the Apostolic Churches and in retaining 
only the laying on of hands. This un- 
doubtedly was the regular Apostolic sign 
in Confirmation; it is in itself simpler 
and is more in harmony with Western and 
modern customs and ideas. 


At this point it will be well to endeavour 
to ascertain the meaning of these two sym- 
bolical acts, (1) the laying on of hands and 
(2) anointing. In all such enquiries it 
must be remembered that symbolism 
belongs to the poetry of life and is not 
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capable of a precise and rigid expla- 
nation. It must be enough if we ask 
ourselves what are the main ideas which 
find natural expression in any symbolical 
act, and what are the associations which 
have gathered round it. The following is 
an attempt to classify the uses of these two 
symbolical actions in the Old and in the 
New Testament. 


I. Zhe laying ou of hands. 


Old Testament. 


1. In blessing: 


Gen. xlviii. 14 ff. (Jacob blessing 
Ephraim and Manasseh). 


2. In appointment to a work or office: 


(i) Numb. viii. 10 f. (‘The children 
of Israel shall lay their hands upon the 
Levites: and Aaron shall offer the Levites 
before the Lord for a wave offering, on the 
behalf of the children of Israel, that they 
may be to do the service of the Lord’). 

(ii) Numb. xxvii. 18 ff. (‘And the Lord 
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said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the 
son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, 
and lay thine hand upon him...And thou 
shalt put of thine honour upon him, that 
all the congregation of the children of 
Israel may obey’). Deut. xxxiv. 9 (‘ And 
Joshua the son of Nun was full of the 
spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his 
hands upon him’). 


3. In the ritual of sacrifices: 


Ex. xxix. 10, 15, 19, Lev. i. 4, 10 (Lxx), 
tii. 2, .8,. 13,;)4V. 4) 24,20, 35, Vi tea 
Xvi. 21, 2 Chron. xxix. 23. All these 
passages except the last are from the 
Priest's Code. The most important pas- 
sage—it is interpretative—is Lev. xvi. 21 f., 
‘And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon 
the head of the live goat, and confess over 
him all the iniquities of the children of 
Israel, and all their transgressions, even all 
their sins; and he shall put them upon the 
head of the goat, and shall send him away 
by the hand of a man that is in readiness 
into the wilderness: and the goat shall 
bear upon him all their entguitzes unto a 
solitary land.’ 
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4. In the execution of the guilty or 
the trial of the accused: 

Lev. xxiv. 14 (‘Bring forth him that 
hath cursed without the camp; and let all 
that heard him lay their hands upon his 
head, and let all the congregation stone 
him’), Susanna 34. There is a close 
analogy between the sacrificial victim 
and the criminal. Both are looked upon 
as representative. On both the sin of 
the community is regarded as concen- 
trated (comp. Josh. vii. 1). Of this the 
laying on of hands is the natural symbol. 
‘When a tribesman is executed for an 
impious offence, he dies on behalf of the 
community, to restore normal relations 
between them and their god; so that the 
analogy with sacrifice is very close in 
purpose as well as in form. And so, the 
cases in which the anger of the god can 
be traced to the crime of a_ particular 
individual, and atoned for by his death, are 
very naturally seized upon to explain the 
cases in which the sin of the community 
cannot be thus individualised, but where, 
nevertheless, according to ancient custom, 
reconciliation is sought through the sacrifice 
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of a theanthropic victim’ (Robertson Smith 
The Religion of the Semttes p. 401). 

It should be noticed that in all these 
passages from the Old Testament except 
Gen. xlviii. 14 ff. (eXroy nv) the verb yop 
is used. ‘The word means to lean or rest 
one thing upon another (e.g. Amos v. 19, 
the hand upon a wall). In the later 
language the verb yo has a technical 
meaning, ‘to appoint by laying on of 
hands’; so a Rabbi made a disciple. The 
noun n22p means ‘appointment by the 
laying of hands.’ See Buxtorf Lex. Chald. 
Talmud. et Rabbin. 1498, Schoettgen 
Florae Flebr. i. p. 874f., i. p. 887 fF. 

The idea then expressed in the sym- 
bolical act of laying on of hands is the 
transference of character or of endowment 
—divine favour, the function of service, 
official honour and capacity, guilt. More- 
over the notion of the unity of tribal or 
national life is not far in the background. 
In some cases—the appointment of the 
Levites, the sacrificial victims (especially 
the goat in the ritual of the day of 
Atonement), the condemned criminal—it 
is prominent. That which belongs to the 
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whole community is concentrated on a 
representative. 


New Testament. 


1. In blessing: 
Mark x. 16, (||Matt. xix. 15). 


2. In healing the sick: 
a. The Lord, eg. Mark v. 23, vi. 5, 


Vil. 32, Vill. 23, 25. 
8B. The disciples, [Mark] xvi. 18, Acts 
ix. 12, 17 (see above pp. 29 ff.), xxviii. 8. 


3. In Confirmation : 


Acts vili. 17, 19, xix. 6, 2 Tim. i. 6 
(see above pp. 35 ff.), Hebr. vi. 2. 


4. In Absolution: 


1 Tim. v. 22. The passage is commonly 
taken to refer to Ordination ; and for this 
interpretation there is ancient authority. 
But the sequence of ideas seems to imply 
that the laying on of hands spoken of is a 
symbol of absolution and restoration’. 


1 Compare Hort Zhe Christian Ecclesia pp. 214 f. 
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5. In Ordination or in appointment to 
some special work of ministry : 

Acts vi. 6, xili. 3, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 

In the New Testament as in the Old the 
idea embodied in the laying on of hands is 
the transference of character or endowment, 
divine favour, health bodily or spiritual, 
the gift of the Spirit, authority and charis- 
mata for ministry. Inthe New Testament 
as in the Old the thought of corporate life 
must not be dissociated from the laying 
on of hands; only now the catholic society, 
the brotherhood of the Redeemed, has 
taken the place of the nation. In all 
cases (for our Lord Himself was ‘sent’ by 
the Father) the final source of blessing is 
God the Father. The man who lays hands 
on another is the outward and visible 
channel of blessing. He who so acts does 
so in relation to his membership in the 
Spirit-bearing body, the Church. The en- 
dowment of which he is the channel is a 
share in the endowment which belongs to 
the whole Christian society as such. 
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Il. <Anoznting. 


Old Testament. 


The religious use of unction in the Old 
Testament is an extension of its social use 
in the life of the East. Unction followed 
the bath (Ruth iti. 3). The host anoints 
his guests for their comfort and as a sign of 
his welcome and good will (comp. 2 Chron. 
Xxvili, 15, Luke vii. 46). Anointing is 
regarded as the antithesis of mourning or 
fasting when life is bereft of its dignity and 
completeness (2 Sam. xii. 20, Amos vi. 6, 
Dan. x. 3; comp. Matt. vi. 17). Unction 
therefore is the symbol of prosperity and 
fulness of gladness and of strength (Ps. 
xcii. 10, Prov. xxvii. 9, Eccles. ix. 8). Oil 
is one of God's gifts for man’s happiness. 
(Judg. ix. 9, Ps. civ. 15). 

When we turn to the religious use of 
unction, we note that, by a metaphor drawn 
from human hospitality, God is said to 
anoint those whom He regards with favour 
and to whom He is pleased to grant His 
blessing (Ps. xxiii. 5, xlv. 7). So Prophets 
are metaphorically described as anointed 
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(1 Kings xix. 16, Ps. cv. 15; comp. Is. Ixi. 
1 ‘The spirit of the Lord God is upon me; 
because the Lord hath anointed me’). In 
regard to two classes of officers in the 
theocracy the outward symbol of unction 
was used—the High Priest (Lev. viii. 12, 
Ps, cxxxill. 2, Ecclus. xlv. 15) and the king 
(e.g. 1 Sam. xvi. 13 ‘Samuel...anointed 
[David] in the midst of his brethren; and 
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
David from that day forward’). 

The ideas therefore involved in religious 
anointing are (1) divine favour; (2) the 
bestowal of the divine gift of fulness of life 
and power ; and this gift is in two passages 
regarded as ‘the spirit of Jehovah’; (3) 
consequently consecration to God and His 
service, as the guest is bound to his host by 
ties of hospitality. 


New Testament. 


Anointing is mentioned in the following 
connexions : | 
(1) Hospitality : 
Luke vii. 46. 
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(2) Healing: 
a) Luke x. 34, Apoc. iii. 18. 
“) John ix. 6, 11 (andov éroince 
Kal €méypioéev pov rods d6h0ahpovs) ; comp. 
Mark vil. 33, vill. 23. 
(c) Mark vi. 13, Jas. v. 14. 
(3) The gift of the Holy Spirit: 
(a) Christ: Luke iv. 18 (Is. lxi. 1), 
Acts. iv. 27, x. 38; comp. Hebr. 1£.. 9 
(Ps. xlv. 7). 
(4) Christians : 2 Cor. i. 21 f., 1 John 
i 20,27; 
In the last group of passages (3) the 
fulness of life and power is embodied in 
the personal Holy Spirit ; comp. é.g. John 


vi. 63 (TO mvevpa TO Cworotovr). 


Ill. Passages of the Apostolic Epistles 
which speak of the definite bestowal 
of the Holy Spirit. 


It remains still to consider those pas- 
sages of the New Testament which speak 
of a definite historical bestowal of the Holy 
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Spirit upon members of the Church but do 
not mention any outward or visible sign. 
In these passages the language employed, 
especially the use of the aorist, seems to 
shew plainly that the writer has in mind a 
special crisis in the past, a crisis which in 
some cases the context connects explicitly 
with the beginning of the Christian life. 
It is clear that these passages must be 
considered in the light of the historical 
and representative narratives of the Acts 
(vili. 15 ff., xix. 6), of 2 Tim. i. 6f., and of 
Heb. vi. 2, 4. 


(1) The Epistle of St James, probably 
the earliest Christian writing which has 
come down to us. 


v. 5 » Soxetre ore KEvOS n ypapn héyet 
Ups + bsvoy emumobet TO VEU LA 6 KATOKLOEV 
ev ypiv; These somewhat difficult words 
seem to mean ‘Or think ye that the Scripture 
saith in vain The Spirit which he made to 
dwell in us yearneth over us enviously ?’ 
St James appears to condense into a single 
Christianized saying the teaching of those 
passages.in the Old Testament which speak 
of God’s jealousy over His people. Compare 
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e.g. Ex. xx. 5, Deut. xxxii. 16, Is, Ixiii. 10 
(‘But they rebelled and grieved his holy 
spirit’). We are now however only con- 
cerned with the words ro mvetya 6 Kard- 
kicevy ev ynuty. The aorist xardkicey, 
‘caused to make his abiding home in us’ 
(comp. Rom. viii. 9, 11, 1 Cor. iii. 16, 
vi. 19, 2 Cor. vi. 16), points back to a 
clearly marked season in God’s dealing 
with believers. For, though the Epistle is 
addressed to ‘the twelve tribes which are 
in the Dispersion’ (i. 1), yet in two other 
crucial passages ‘us’ and ‘our’ refer to 
Christians as such (1. 18, ii. 1). It is not 
easy to decide whether the & yyiv regards 
Christians as a society or as individuals ; 
whether, in other words, the allusion is to 
the gift of the Spirit given at Pentecost to 
the whole Church’ or to the same gift 
pledged to each several Christian in 
Confirmation. It may with some force be 
urged that the word émmofet, denoting the 
relation of the Holy Spirit to the individual 


1 In ii. 21 the Apostle writing as a Jew to Jews speaks of 
‘Abraham our father.’ In iii. 3, 6, v. 17 the july, quay, qud 
are quite unemphatic and refer to ws men. 

4 Comp. 1 Pet. i. 12 d vOv dvnyyéAn duly dia rOv edayyedoa- 
Hévww duds mrvevuars dylw dmrooradévrt dm’ odpavod. 
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Christian (comp. pa) AvTeEtTe TO TVEvLA TO 
ayvov Tov Beov Eph. iv. 30), points to the 
latter interpretation. But in truth the two 
interpretations are so closely akin that 
perhaps we are not bound sharply to 
distinguish between them. 


(2) St Paul’s Epistles. 


(i) First group: the two Epistles to 
the Thessalonians. 

1 Thessalonians i. 6 de€dpevor ror 
Aoyov év Odinber wohhy peta yapas mvEevwartos 
aryiov. 

iv. 7 f. ov yap exderev Meas © feos: emi 
ixalapaia GAN’ ev aylacpua. Tovyapouv O 
aderav OUK avOpwtov aberet aAa Tov Oeov 
TOV Suddvra TO mvEevpa avTod TO dyLov eis 
vas (Ezek. xxxvii. 14). 

2 Thessalonians ii, 13 etharo Dpas 6 
Oeos a amr apx7s [v. d, drapx ny | eis OwTHpiav 
év ayiag pe TVEV[LOATOS Kal miote adnOeias, 
els 0 exdderev Upas dua TOU evayyediou 
pear. 

In these passages St Paul connects 
operations of the Holy Spirit (xapd, 
ayiaopds) with the ‘call’ of the Thessa- 
lonians. The Holy Spirit, then bestowed 
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upon them, inspired them with joy (comp. 
Gal. v. 22, Rom. xiv. 17) and made them 
holy (comp. 1 Pet. i. 2, 1 Cor. iti. 16 f,, 
vi.19). This thought of the definite bestowal 
of the Holy Spirit in the first days of their 
discipleship, which is implied in the 
Apostle’s words, would be still further 
emphasized if in 1 iv. 8 the reading ddvra 
(comp. Acts xi. 17, xv. 8, 2 Cor. i. 22, v. 5, 
2 Tim. i. 7, 1 John ili. 24) were the better 
supported reading. But the present parti- 
ciple d.ddvra is no doubt the true reading. 
Dr Milligan zz loco takes rov 8ddvra as a 
substantive participle, ‘the giver of His 
Holy Spirit’; but the added words éis 
vas is against this interpretation. Pro- 
bably Bishop Lightfoot’s comment zx doco 
is correct, ‘z.¢. who is ever renewing this 
witness against uncleanness in fresh acces- 
sions of the Holy Spirit’ (comp. 1 Cor. vi. 
19 ov €xere amo Oeov). There is precisely 
the same sequence of thought in Gal. iii. 2, 
5 TO mvevpa éddBere...6 ov éemuyopnyar 
vp TO mvevpa. St Paul’s phrase is indeed 
an important warning against a rigid and 
mechanical view of God’s dealings with 
men. To the Christian the Holy Spirit is 
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at once a definite gift in the past (comp. 
2 Tim. i. 6) and an ever fresh gift in the 
present’, 


(ii) Second group: 1, 2 Corinthians, 
Galatians, Romans. 

1 Corinthians ii. 12 mets d€ ov TO 
Tvevyua Tov Kdcpov éAdBouwev adda TO 
amvevpa TO Ek TOU Deov, iva ciddmev TA Vd 
tov Beov xapiobévta yyiv. Who are the 
‘we’ (jets) ? The teachers of the Church 
or the members of the Church as such ? 
I believe that a careful study of the whole 
context shews that the latter is the true 
interpretation. In the preceding context 
(v. 7), for example, St Paul has spoken of 
a ‘hidden’ ‘wisdom of God,’ ‘which God 
foreordained before the ages for our glory’ 
(eis Sdéav yuaov). It is impossible to 
suppose that the Apostle here speaks of 
‘the glory’ of himself and his fellow- 
teachers; he must refer to ‘the glory’ of 
all the faithful. Throughout the passage 
he describes the essential position of all 


1 Compare 6 xadéoas Gal. i. 6, 15, 2 Tim. i. 9, 1 Pet. i. 15, 
v.10; 6 kaddv 1 Thess. v. 24, Gal. v. 8. In1 Thess. ii. 12 the 
true reading (kadodvyros or xadécayros) is somewhat doubtful. 
He who ‘called’ ever repeats the ‘call’; it is ‘new every 
morning.’ 
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believers, though many do not themselves 
realize the position which is theirs by right 
(iii, 1f.). All believers ideally are not 
‘natural men’ (vyxixot) but ‘ spiritual men’ 
(wvevpatixot), who can _ sift, appraise, 
judge all things—6 8 mvevparixds avaxpive 
pev mavra (v. 15). The point of his rebuke 
of the Corinthian Brethren lies in this, that 
they were content to fall so far below the 
character which was theirs as Christians. 
This character was theirs, they were 
‘spiritual men,’ because when they became 
believers, when (to use Bishop Lightfoot’s 
phrase zz loco) they ‘were admitted to the 
fold of Christ,’ they ‘received’ (é\dBoper) 
‘the Spirit which is from God.’ The 
reference, it will be observed, is quite 
definite. It is explained when we compare 
St Paul’s question to the disciples at 
Ephesus seen in the light of the subsequent 
history (Acts xix. 2 ff.)—ei mvevua dyvov 
é\dBere morevoavtes; The Corinthians 
‘received the Spirit’ when, having been 
baptised, they were confirmed by the laying 
on of hands. There were then Confirma- 
tions at Corinth as there was a Confirma- 
tion at Ephesus. St Paul, it must be 
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noted, is here emphasizing one special 
aspect of the Pentecostal or Confirmation 
gift. The Spirit bestowed is the ‘ Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation’ (rvetpa codias Kat 
amokahvpews, Eph. i. 17). Above (wv. 9 f.), 
in reference to ‘whatsoever things God 
prepared for them that love him,’ he had 
said ‘to us |[z.e. to us Christians] God 
revealed (dmexddvwev) them through the 
Spirit’.’ Later (v. 12) he again emphasizes 
the same thought, ‘ We received the Spirit 
which is from God; that we might know 
the things that were freely given to us by 
God,’ the blessings, that is, bestowed on us 
‘in Christ.’ The Spirit interprets Christ 
to the Christian and unfolds the meaning 
of the gifts which are summed up in the 
supreme Gift. Compare John xiv. 16 (ro 
Tvevpa THS adynOeias), 26 (dudaker ravra), 
Xv. 26, xvi. 13 (dnyyoe vpas eis THY 
adyJevav macav), 1 John ii. 20f., 27 (see 
above pp. 58 f.). 


1 Corinthians vi. 11 kal tavrd tTwes yre: 


1 Compare Bp Lightfoot’s note zm loco, ‘ The aorist (dmexddv- 
Yev) is on a par with many aorists in St Paul. Its force is ‘‘ revealed 
it to us when we were admitted into the Church, when we were 
baptised.”’ This is true if we regard Confirmation as included in 
Baptism. 
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d\\a amehovoacbe, ahha rnyidocOnte, adda 
eduxarwOnre €v TO GvdpaTL TOV KUpiov Nav 
“Inoov Xpiotov kai é€v TO TVvEevpate Tov Feov 
npav. The Apostle has just said that 
sinners as such shall not ‘inherit the 
kingdom of God, and has enumerated 
types of sinners such as were common 
in the pagan world, common in a 
centre of commerce and of pleasure like 
Corinth. Then he turns to his converts. 
‘Such characters in some sort were ye’. 
But ye washed; ye were made holy; 
ye were acquitted.’ In the amedotcacbe 
there is a clear reference to Baptism; 
compare Acts xxii. 16 dvaotas Bamriurat 
Kal amdd\ovoa, Tas apaptias gov. The 
nyvacOnre, following the ame\ovcace as 
the next step in the great process of 
renewal, contains a no less clear allusion to 
the gift of the sanctifying Spirit in Con- 
firmation. For sanctification (dywaopds) 
in sharp contrast to the axafapoia of 
heathen life compare 1 Thess. iv. 7. This 


1 The rendering ‘Such were some of you,’ A.V. and R.V., is 
indefensible. The twes softens the radra ; compare rowdrés ris. 
See Field’s Notes on the Translation of the New Testament, 
p- 172. Field quotes Chrysostom’s comment (xi. 25 E): odx 
elrev dwhOs, Are, GAG, Twes Fre’ Tourécriw, olrw wws Fre. 
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‘washing away’ of past sins and this 
bestowal by God of a new positive character 
of holiness together constituted an outward 
and visible sentence of acquittal. This in- 
terpretation is confirmed by the words which 
follow év t@ évdparti Tov Kupiov Nuwar “Incov 
Xpicrov kal €v TO mvevpati TOU Geov nuar. 
The passage has taken the form of a rhe- 
torical climax. The thrice repeated adda 
before each of the three verbs marks forcibly 
the three stages. To introduce the supple- 
mentary words e& 7@ dvouati x.t.d. before 
the close would have broken up the 
rhetorical compactness of the sentence; 
they are added therefore as an important 
appendix. But the é& r@ dvdpare specially 
refers back to the drekovoacGe; for these 
converts had been baptised ‘into the name 
of Jesus Christ,’ ‘into Christ.’ The é& ro 
amvevpar. specially refers back to the 
nyiaaOnre; compare 2 Thess. ii. 13, Rom. 
xv. 16, 1 Pet.i. 2. The sequence of thought 
is thus exactly parallel to that in Titus iii. 
5 ff, ET weer. Oud Aout pov Tahwyeverias 
Kat AVAKALWOCEWS MVEV[LATOS aylov.. va 
duxavwOévtes «.7.A. Converts who had been 
cleansed in Baptism and who had received 
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the visible token of the gift of the sanctify- 
ing Spirit could point to an effectual sign 
of their acquittal from the sins which had 
defiled their past life. 

1 Corinthians xii. 13 Kal yap év évi mvev- 
pate Hes Tavres eis Ev OGpa eBarricAnper, 
etre “lovdator etre “EXAnves, elite SovAou Etre 
ehevOepo, Kat mavtes Ev Tvevdpa erotic An- 
pev. St Paul in the preceding words has 
spoken of the one body and the many 
members. ‘So also,’ he adds, ‘is the 
Christ,’ the ascended and glorified Christ. 
He proceeds to justify the relevancy of 
his assertion, adding at the same time a 
new thought (kal ydp). The new thought 
is the thought of the Spirit. Every living 
human body is ruled and guided by a spirit; 
so it is with the ‘new man,’ ‘the Christ.’ 
Baptism is the incorporation of the baptised 
into the one Body permeated and transfused 
by the one Spirit (comp. Eph. iv. 4). 
The relevancy of the conception of the 
Christ as the Body with many members 
lies in the fact that all Christians by their 
Baptism were incorporated into that one 
Body and were brought within the control 
of the one Spirit, who quickens and 
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directs all the members. But that is not 
all. Christians were not only by Baptism 
brought within the sphere of the operation 
of the Spirit. Their Baptism was followed 
by (€BamrioOnpev...xat...€roticOnpev) a 
reception of the Spirit. This reception 
St Paul describes by a metaphor drawn 
from the story of Israel, to which he had 
referred in an earlier passage (x. 4), and 
the thought of which still lingers in his 
mind. At Rephidim (Exod. xvii. 6; comp. 
Numb. xx. 8 ff.) the Israelites drank of the 
water which flowed from the rock. The 
rock was an allegory—a ‘spiritual rock,’ 
‘the Christ.’ The stream also which 
flowed from it was an allegory—‘ spiritual 
drink,’ the Holy Spirit which is the gift of 
the Father through ‘the Christ.’ ‘We 
were all made to drink of one Spirit’ 
(comp. John vii. 37 ff.). The particular 
metaphor chosen enables St Paul to suggest 
the thought that the gift of the Spirit 
had refreshed and invigorated those who 
had long and hopelessly traversed the 
wilderness of ignorance and sin. This 
reception of the Spirit was closely associ- 
ated with Baptism, yet it was not identical 
80 
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with Baptism. It has a distinct place of 
its own in the Apostle’s account of the 
initial stage of the Christian life (advres). 
When we compare his words here with the 
typical history of his dealings with converts 
(Acts xix. 5 f.), we cannot doubt that the 
reference here is to the gift of the Holy 
Spirit in Confirmation. 

2 Corinthians e228 -f. 6 be Be aLav 
NaS OvV ply els Xpuorov Kal xpioas 7pas 
Geds, ¢ 0 Kal oppayirdpevos 7 npas kal Sovs TOV 
d.pp oaBava Tod mvedparos ev Tals Kkapdiais 
npov. St Paul has just protested against 
the charge of fickleness which had been 
brought against him (v. 17). His message 
was not an alternation of ‘yea’ and ‘nay’ 
(v. 17). For neither is such the character 
of Him who was the centre of that message, 
‘the Son of God Christ Jesus’ (z. 19). 
‘In Him’ is the affirmation (76 Nai) ‘of 
all the promises of God,’ and therefore 
‘through Him’ is their ratification and 
fulfilment (76 “Apyv) (v. 20). The thought 
of this ratification of the promises suggests 
at once to the Apostle’s mind (1) the word 
BeBawodtv; comp. Rom. xv. 8 eis 76 
BeBadoar tas emayyedias Tov TaTépwr: 
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(2) the idea of the divine confirmation not 
of promises only but of men. ‘It is God 
who confirmeth us missionaries and you 
converts alike, bringing us into union with 
Christ.’ This divine process of confirmation 
springs out of the supreme gift of the Holy 
Spirit once for all given ‘to us and to you.’ 
God ‘anointed’ us—the eis Xpuordv leads on 
to the ypioas; He ‘sealed’ us; He put 
the Spirit into our hearts who is the pledge 
of all divine gifts (comp. Eph. i. 14 dppaBov 
THS KAnpovopuias yuav). Two points must 
be noted. (i) Some commentators take the 
‘us’ and ‘our’ —ypicas nas, ofpayrodpevos 
nas, €v Tals Kapdiats Hu@v—to refer to the 
missionaries. This is unnecessary after 
the ‘us with you’’—6 d€ BeBarav nuds adv 
vuw; incredible when we compare other 
Pauline passages—2 Cor. v. 5, Eph. i. 14, 
iv. 30 where similar language is used in 
regard to Christian people generally. 
(ii) The transition from the present parti- 
ciple (BeBarav) to the three aorist participles 
Xpioas, oppayiodpevos, dovs) marks clearly 


1 Compare Eph. i. 12 judas (‘us Jews’); v. 13 & @ Kal dpels 
(‘you Gentiles’); v.14 Tis KAnpovoulas judy (‘ours both Jews 
and Gentiles’). 
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that the Apostle has in mind a bestowal 
of the Spirit which lay in the past, when 
the Corinthian Christians became believers 
(Eph. i. 14). We have already seen (see 
above pp. 51 ff., 57 f.) that in ypioas and 
oppayiodpevos we probably have an allusion 
to outward signs used in Confirmation. 

2 Corinthians v. 5 6 6€ xatepyaodpevos 
nas eis avTd tovto eds, 6 Sods nyly Tov 
dppaBava Tov mvevparos. In the previous 
verse St Paul has spoken of the goal of 
being to which he looks forward—wa 
KatamoOn to Ovntov tro ths Cwns—life 
absorbing into itself, transmuting into itself, 
all that is mortal in the man. ‘ Now,’ he 
adds, ‘he who wrought us for this very thing 
is God.’ For the thought we compare 
Eph. ii. 10 avrov ydp éopey Toinpua, 
kta Gévtes €v Xpiot@ ‘Inoov. The reference 
is to the spiritual re-creation of each man, 
outwardly and visibly consummated in his 
Baptism. He then continues ‘who gave 
us the earnest of the Spirit.’ For the 
definite reference in this phrase to Con- 
firmation see above on i. 22. The Spirit 
then given to each man is the pledge of his 
final renewal and of his immortality. In 
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Rom. viii. 11—{worowjoes kai ta Ovyta 
copmata vuov Oia TOU €voLKOUYTOS avToU 
amvevpatos (v. 2. dua TO €voiKovY avToU 
mvevpa) év vuity—the thought is very similar ; 
but in this latter passage St Paul has in 
mind the perpetual indwelling of the Spirit, 
which is the outcome of the initial gift ; and 
he regards the Spirit not as the pledge but 
as the means, or, if we adopt the alternative 
reading, as the cause, of the future and final 
quickening. 

2 Corinthians xi. 4 el pev yap o 
epxopmevos addov ‘Inoovy Kynptooe dv ovK 
exnpvfapev, 7) mvevpa eTrepov apBavere 6 
ovk éddBere...kahws avéyerbe (v. 2 avei- 
xeoOe). St Paul fears the seduction of his 
converts at Corinth from their pledged 
loyalty to the Christ (v. 3). ‘For if indeed,’ 
he continues in bitter irony, ‘the teacher 
who visits you is preaching another Jesus 
whom we did not preach, or if ye are 
receiving a different Spirit whom ye did 
not receive...this is indeed a noble tolerance 
of yours. The ékynpvgapev points back to 
the time of the conversion of the Corinth- 
ians. The reference in mvevpa erepov 6 
ovk ehaBere is again quite definite, z.2., to 
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their reception of the Spirit at that time in 
their Confirmation (comp. Acts xix. 2): 
Galatians ili. 2 ff. ef épyov VO{LOV 70 
mvevpa ehdBere 7) €€ axons miotews ; €v- 
os Se TVEVLATL vov capKi emutehetobe ; i 
.0 ov emixopyy av bpiy TO Ted pa. kal 
evepydv Suvdpens € ev vuly €€ epywv vopov 7 
e€ axons tiatews ; The Galatians were in 
danger of lapsing into a formal lifeless 
legalism. St Paul points them to the fatal 
contradiction between the position in which 
they were now placing themselves and 
their original position which had received 
the seal of divine approval. Then they 
did not rely on works done in bondage to 
- the Law, but on faith which led them to 
hear and obey the proclamation of the 
Gospel (comp. Rom. i. 5, xvi. 26). To 
that faith of theirs God had responded by 
the gift of the Spirit. They believed; 
therefore they received the Spirit (comp. 
Acts xix. 2). Clearly St Paul refers to a 
reception of the Spirit to which they could 
look back as a definite and clearly marked, 
an outward and visible, crisis in their 
lives. This remembrance leads him to 
speak of a second contradiction between 
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their past and their present. Nothing 
lower than the Spirit dominated the be- 
ginning of their Christian life. Nothing 
higher than the flesh dominated the sup- 
posed perfecting of their Christian life, of 
which they now boasted. They were in 
fact exchanging their Pentecostal life in 
the Spirit for a legal life in the flesh. 
After an allusion to the frustration of their 
earlier sufferings for the sake of Christ 
involved in their retrograde movement, 
St Paul resumes (odv) his question as to 
efficacy of faith and of works. But the 
question takes a new form and that in two 
directions. First he concentrates his 
thought on the divine side, on God as the 
giver of the Spirit. Secondly he turns 
from the historical scene of their reception 
of the Spirit to the continued bounty of 
God in the bestowal of the Spirit (6 ém- 
xopnywv: comp. Phil. i. 19). That 
bounty is God’s recognition not of man’s 
works but of man’s faith. Such seems to 
be the sequence of thought in the passage. 
We are now concerned with the words ro 


1 On the relation of 6 émtxopyyav to éAdBere see above 
pp. 73 f. 
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avevpa edaBere. We learn from them that, 
when St Paul planted the Gospel there, 
there were Confirmation scenes in Galatia. 
Further, we infer the importance which 
St Paul attached to Confirmation. He 
appeals to it as involving a standard of the 
life which followed it. 

Galatians iv. 6f. om d€ éore vii, 
e€améoterev 6 Oeds TO TVEDLGA TOD Viod adToU 
eis Tas Kapdias nuav, kpalov ABBa 6 taryp. 
@OTE OUKETL EL SODAOS GANA Vids, EL SE Vids 
Kal kA\npovdpos, dia Oeov. In the Christian 
dispensation there are two supreme 
Missions, the Mission of the Son and the 
Mission of the Spirit: ‘God sent forth 
 (e€améoreikev) his Son’; ‘God sent forth 

Necérvaho} the Spirit.’ In the preceding 
verse St Paul has spoken of the Mission of 
the Son and its purpose—‘that we might 
receive the adoption of sons.’ ‘In Him’ 
we are sons. The Mission of the Son was 
definite ; it had its place among the events 
of history. The Apostle now passes on 
to speak of the Mission of the Spirit. 
That also was historical. —The Day of Pente- 
cost, like the day of the Saviour’s birth, 
had its place in the annals of human history. 
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Here however he regards that historical 
Mission of the Spirit as it is historically 
rehearsed and applied in the case of indivi- 
dual Christians—‘God sent forth the Spirit 
of his Son zxto our hearts.’ Confirmation, 
as we have already said (see above p. 21), 
is the Pentecost of the individual soul. 
That is the thought which finds expression 
here. St Paul is enforcing here one aspect 
of the Mission of the Spirit. He is ‘the 
Spirit of adoption’ (Rom. viii. 15). He is 
the seal of sonship and the means of the 
realization of sonship. He makes the 
sense of sonship articulate in the believer 
(kpalov “ABBda 6 waryp). Hence the re- 
markable description of the Holy Spirit as 
‘the Spirit of his Son.’ The Spirit, who 
witnesses of their sonship to those who are 
‘in Christ,’ is Himself the Spirit of the 
Eternal Son, sent by the Father through 
the mediation of the Son. His office in 
the Church is, if we may venture so to 
express it, rooted in His eternal Being, in 
His eternal relation to the Father and the 
Son. In the last verse (Wore ovKére k.7.d.) 
St Paul sums up the result of the two 
Missions, the Mission of the Son and the 
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Mission of the Spirit, and presents that 
result as the possession of each individual 
Christian. The relation of each man to 
God as a _ bondservant is_ henceforth 
obliterated. He who is ‘in Christ’ is a 
son, an heir, of God, the thought of heirship 
introducing the idea of the boundless 
future possibilities of God’s purpose for His 
sons. If I mistake not, the d:a Oeot refers 
not to «kA\npovdpos alone but to vids and 
KAnpovopos. It takes up emphatically at 
the close of the paragraph, the thought of 
the twice-repeated éfaméoreikey 6 Oeds. 
Man is constituted son and heir not by 
his own deserts but by the direct inter- 
position of God Himself’. 

Romans i. 11 f. émuro0@ yap ideiv tpas, 
va Te peTAd@ Xapiopa viv mvevpariKor Eis 
TO oTnptxOnvar tuas, TovTo Sé éeotw cuv- 
TapakdnOnvar év vuiv Sia THs ev addAnAoLS 
TiaTews tuov te Kat euov. If we take 
into account the typical narrative of St 
Luke (Acts xix. 2), it appears at least 
possible that St Paul looked forward toa 
like exercise of his Apostolic ministry at 


' To indicate this thought I have ventured slightly to alter 
the punctuation of Westcott and Hort’s text. 
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Rome. The language used is patient of 
this interpretation. St Paul does not say 
Wa pEeTAO@ Xapio para, Up TVEVMOTLKG 
(comp. 1 Cor. xii. 1, 4, Rom. Xil. 6). He 
has some one definite XAPLO Ma TVEVLATLKOV 
in mind. The zu separated from the 
substantive and adjective is by position 
slightly prominent. The word xdpiopa 
in 2 Tim. i. 6 (see above pp. 35 ff.) is used 
of the ‘inward and spiritual grace’ in 
Confirmation. The phrase eis ro ornpux- 
Ojvat bas very well suits this interpretation. 
Though ornpifew is not elsewhere in the 
New Testament’ specially used in relation 
to Confirmation, yet it naturally and 
appropriately expresses the result of Con- 
firmation—the strengthening and compact- 
ing of the spiritual character. Nor do 
the words which follow strike a different 
note. In them St Paul guards against 
seeming to describe himself simply as a 
benefactor: he will receive as well as give. 
He and his friends at Rome alike will be 
encouraged (cuvrapakhnOjva.’), they by his 

1 See 1 Thess. iii. 2, 13, 2 Thess. ii. 17, iii. 3, Rom. xvi. 25; 
Acts xviii. 23; 1 Pet. v. 10; émvornpifew Acts xiv. 22, xv. 32, 4I- 


2 For the juxtaposition of ornplfew and mapaxadety comp. Acts 
xiv. 22, xv. 32, 1 Thess. iii. 2, 2 Thess. ii. 17. 
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faith and he by their faith—their faith 
deepened and invigorated by the Holy 
Spirit (1 Cor. xii. 9). The language of 
the passage is not indeed decisive; but, 
when it is read in the light of St Paul’s 
action at Ephesus, it appears naturally to 
suggest that he looked forward to visiting 
the Church at Rome, which had not been 
either planted or watered by any one of the 
Apostles, that he might exercise his apos- 
tolic ministry among the Christians there 
and might give them the seal of the Spirit’. 

Romans v. 5 9 ayamn Tov Geov éxxéxutat 
év Tals Kapdiats nuaov dia mvedpatos ayiou 
tov Sofévtos yuiv. We notice the aorist 
tov Sofévros with its definite reference to 
the beginning of the Christian life. The 
Holy Spirit once given is the means 
whereby the love of God also is abundantly 


1 The rendering of the passage in the Syriac Vulgate, the 
Peshitta, implies this interpretation—‘ Because I am greatly 
desiring to see you and to give you the gift of the Spirit, that 
by it ye may be strengthened and together we may be comforted 
by the faith of you and of me.’ Bengel’s note z# /oco is instruc- 
tive—‘ Talibus donis abundabant Corinthii, qui Paulum praesen- 
tem habuerant: 1 Cor. i. 7, xii. 1, xiv. 1, nec non Galatae, Gal. 
iii. 5. Ac plane ecclesiae illae, quae afostolorum praesentia 
gaudebant, praerogativas insignes in hoc genere habuere, v. gr. ex 
apostolica manuum impositione. Act. xix. 2, 6, vill. 17 s-, 2 Tim. 
i, 6.’ The last reference should be noted (see above pp. 35 ff.). 


gI 


CONFIRMATION IN 


bestowed and made to dwell in the hearts 
of believers. St Paul in reference to God’s 
love given through the Spirit uses the 
Pentecostal keyword (see above p. 22 n.). 
Romans Vili. 14 ff. OTOL yap TYE LATE 
Beov a dyovra., ovTot viol Jeov Eiciv. ov ya 
ela Bere mvevpa Sovieias Taw eis poBov, 
adda eAdBere mVED pA viobecias, vv @ 
kpalopmev ‘ABBa. O Tarn auto 70 TEU pL 
TUVMAPTUPEL TH TVEYPATL wav OTL Eo peV 
Téxva GQeov: el dé Téxva Kal kdnpovopo: 
Khnpovopor poev Jeov, TuvKhypovopor de 
Xpuicrrov, elmep TUVTATX opev iva Kal ovv- 
Sofacbaper. For awyovtar compare Luke 
iv. I nHyero & TO TVvEvpaTL EV TH EpHug. 
St Paul in this passage dwells on the same 
thoughts as he had already expressed in 
Gal. iv. 6f. (see above pp. 87 ff.). In the 
édaBere (comp. 1 Cor. ii. 12; see above 
p. 25) he has in view Confirmation. In 
Gal. 7 ¢. he refers to the action of God 
(€€améoreidev 6 Oeds...€is Tas Kapdias Huwr) ; 
here to the Christian’s reception and 
possession of the gift. Here accordingly 
he dwells on the Christian’s appeal to God 
as Father (xpdéfoyev), prompted and inspired 
by the Spirit, and on the response of the 
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human spirit to the Spirit’s witness as to 
the relation of the Christian to God as His 
child. It will be noticed also that réxva 
here takes the place of viot (Gal. Z c.), 
pointing to the divine act of spiritual 
generation’ and to the abiding spiritual con- 
sequences in him who has been ‘begotten 
again unto a living hope.’ This relation 
of the believer to God carries with it the 
reality of heirship—‘heirs of God’; and 
this heirship is seen to involve a participa- 
tion in the divine destiny (if we may so 
speak) of Christ Himself; the final end 
being, through fellowship in Christ’s suffer- 
ings, fellowship in Christ's glory (comp. 
vv. 29, 30). Thus St Paul here traces the 
eternal significance of the divine Gift. 
The Christian man ‘received’ the Spirit. 
The Spirit inspires the assurance of the 
Fatherhood of God; the Christian is God’s 
‘child.’ He is constituted therefore in 
union with Christ God’s heir. He will 
share in Christ’s eternal ‘glory.’ The 
thought finds another expression in a later 
passage of this chapter—riv dmrapyjy Tod 

1 Comp. 1 Pet. i. 3, 23, John i, 12f., iii. 3—8, 1 John ii. 29, 
iii. g, iv. 7, V. I, 4, 18. 
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Tvevpatos exovtes (v. 23). As the ‘firstfruit’ 
is the promise of the ingathering of the 
harvest, so the Spirit ‘received’ and 
possessed in the present is the pledge of 
a larger and richer operation of the same 
Spirit in the future—the complete realiza- 
tion of ‘the adoption as sons,’ ‘the re- 
demption of the body,’ when ‘He who 
raised up Christ Jesus from the dead shall 
quicken also the mortal bodies’ of Christian 
men ‘by his Spirit who dwelleth’ in them 


(uv. 11). 


(iii) Third group: Philippians, Coloss- 
ians, Philemon, Ephesians. 


Ephesians i. 13 f. €& @ kal tpets 
aKkovaoavTes TOV Adyov THS adyOeias, Td Ev- 
ayyéAlov THS TwTnpias wav, & @ Kal 
TUTTEVT AVTES, exppayia One 5 TVEvMare 
THS emayyehias TO ayiv, o (v. 4 6s) eOTL 
appaBav THs KN povopiias pov, Els amroNv- 
Tpwow THs TEPLTOLNT EWS, ELS ETALVOY THS 
dd6€ys avrov. The allusion to Confirmation 
has been already pointed out (see above 
pp. 51 ff.). St Paul here dwells on two as- 
pects of the gift of the Spirit. (1) That 
gift has its relation to the past. The 
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Spirit is 71o mvevpa THs émayyedias. 
Compare ii. 12 rav duaOnKav THs erayyeXias, 
ili. 6 ta €Ovyn...cvvpéeroya THs émayyehias 
év Xpict@ Inoov. The article (rs érayye- 
hias) points to the dvzne promise, the 
promise of redemption given by God to 
Israel. The. Spirit poured forth on 
Christian men is ‘ the Spirit of the divine 
promise,’ the Spirit, that is, whose coming 
formed part of, was included in, God's 
promise to Israel through the Prophets 
(Is. xxxii. 15, Ezek. xi. 19, xxxvi. 26 f, 
XXXVii. 14, xxxix. 29, Joel ii. 28); compare 
Luke xxiv. 49, Acts 1. 4, il. 33, 39. St 
Paul in the immediately preceding context 
had spoken of the relative position of Jew 
and of Gentile. ‘We Jews were the 
first to hope in the Christ’ (v. 12). In 
Christ ‘you Gentiles also having heard and 
having believed were sealed with the 
Spirit, whose Presence was comprehended 
in the promise first given by God to us 
Jews, in which God now vouchsafes to you 
Gentiles to share.’ Thus the ris érayyehias 
is closely related to the great theme of the 
Epistle: ‘He made both one’ (ii. 14). 
(2) On the other hand the gift has its 
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relation to the future. The Spirit is ‘the 
earnest of our inheritance.’ ‘It must be 
observed,’ notes Bishop Lightfoot zz Zoco, 
‘that the expression is not évéyupov “a 
pledge,” but dppaBov ‘an earnest.” In 
other words the thing given is related to 
the thing assured—the present to the 
hereafter—as a part to the whole. It is 
the same in kind.’ The inheritance (comp. 
Gal. iv. 6f., Rom. viii. 17), of which 
the Spirit is the present assurance, is 
heavenly and spiritual, conditioned and 
dominated by the Spirit. Thus the phrase 
here is akin to, but wider than, the 7 
dmapxy tov mvevparos of Rom. vill. 23. 
The end of the sealing by the Spirit is 
defined by two parallel clauses. It is ‘unto 
the redemption of God's own possession,’ 
the full and complete emancipation of all 
God’s people whom, like Israel, He has 
made Hisown. This thought is expanded 
in Rom. viii. 21—23. It is also ‘unto the 
praise of His glory’ (comp. vv. 6, 12), the 
vindication and the universal acknowledge- 
ment of God's perfection. The history of 
redemption ends in doxology. 

Ephesians iv. 30 Kal pm dvmeire TO 
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TVEVLA TO ayiov TOU Deod, év o ExhpayiaOnTe 
eis npépay amodkuvtpdcews. The main 
thoughts are those of the earlier passage 
just discussed. But the context is different. 
There the ideas were personal; here they 
are those of corporate life—‘ We are 
members one of another’ (v. 25). Christ- 
ians in their daily intercourse with their 
fellow-Christians must ever watch lest they 
should so act or speak as to grieve (py 
Aumetre, note the present imperative) the 
one Spirit (iv. 3 f.), who dwells in all. 
The p27 Avretre brings out the personality 
of the Spirit. It may be added that 
probably the phrase év @ exppayicOnre 
(contrasted with the éo¢payicOnte 7O 
mevpat. of the earlier passage) was de- 
liberately used to suggest, in harmony with 
the context, the thought of incorpora- 
tion (comp. 1 Cor. xii. 13). We may 
paraphrase St Paul’s words thus ‘ Be ever 
vigilant in your dealings with your brethren, 
lest you grieve the Holy Spirit in whom 
ye were incorporated and having been 
incorporated were sealed.’ Christians are 
baptised into the Spirit. In Confirmation 
they are sealed by the Spirit. 
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(iv) Fourth group: The three Pastoral 
Epistles. 

Titus iii. 4 ff. ére de 1 XPNTTOTNS Kal 

7 pravOporia erepavn TOU OwTHpos Type 
bcod, ovK e€ Epyov Tov €v Sicaror ivy a 
eToinoapev nets GANG KaTa TO avTOU EdEOS 
ETwoeV 7pas dua NovTpovD Tahuvyeverias Kab 
dvaKawac ews TVEUVLATOS ayiov, ov efexeev 
ep 7pas Thovaiws dua ‘“Incod Xpuatov TOU 
TuTHpos nav, wa duxarwbévtes ™ EKelvou 
yapit. KAnpovomo. yernOdpev Kat édzida 
Cwns aiwviov. The passage is by no means 
free from difficulties of interpretation. 
(1) What is the construction of the words 
ia AovTpov...mvevparos ayiov? Grammati- 
cally it is possible to take both wadwyeveoias 
and dvakawooews in connexion with da 
Aovtpov, 7.¢., ‘by the washing’ of regenera- 
tion and of renewal.’ But against this 
construction there are three objections. 
(i) The phrase dovrpov dvaxawdoews 
mvevpatos ayiov is a cumbrous phrase. 
(ii) If, as in this case is necessary, dva- 
Kawooews expresses a single definite act 
of the Holy, Spirit, the phrase aduw- 
yeveoias Kal avakawaoews is open to the 

1 Not ‘laver’; see Dean Robinson’s note on Eph. v. 26. 
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charge of tautology; and further, the 
second word is a weaker word than the 
first. (iii) The special gift and the con- 
sequent operation of the Holy Spirit are 
not in the New Testament connected with 
the washing of Baptism. We conclude 
therefore that the Apostle intends to mark 
two means of salvation: ‘He saved us by 
the washing of regeneration and by the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost.’ We are led 
next to ask the question Is the dvaxaivwors 
a single act or a constant activity of the 
Holy Spirit? In Rom. xii. 2 (perapop- 
hovabe TH dvakawaoe TOU vods) a process 
of renewal is clearly intended (note the 
present imperative perapoppova de) ; com- 
pare 2 Cor. iv. 16 6 éow Tpav [dO perros] 
AVAKALVOUTAL PEPE ‘ giisée Col. ill, 10 
évduc devo TOV véov Lav orov | TOV dvaKat- 
vovpevov K.T.. (where evdvadpevor Tov véov 
answers to the mahwyeveoia of our present 
passage), Eph. iv. 23 dvaveotobar d€ 7@ 
TVEvpLaTL TOU voos tuov. We are therefore 
safest if, in accordance with the form of the 
word avakaivwous, we understand the phrase 
O10... GVAKALVOTEWS TVEVMLOATOS ayiov to refer 
to the continual operation of the Holy 
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Spirit, though at the same time it is clear 
from the context (€owoer.. .eféyeev) that 
St Paul has prominently in his mind the 
initiation of the process of renewal. 
(2) What is the time referred to in écwre 
npas? The ‘us’ appears to be not St Paul 
and Titus and the flock of Titus en gen- 
erally ‘us Christians’ (so in ii. 8, 12, 14, 
iii, 3). If we had to consider the ah 
by themselves, we might paraphrase them 
thus ‘God brought us into a state of 
salvation (comp. 1 Pet. iii. 21) when we 
severally had our part in the washing of 
regeneration.’ But we must take these 
words in close connexion with the previous 
clause ore d€...€mepdvyn. The sequence 
of clauses is OTE ) XpynoToTys.. -emepavy ... 

evwoev Npas (comp. Gal. iv. 4 dre de AN Bev 
TO TANpopa TOV ypovov, e€amréoTedev K.T.X.). 
‘When the work of redemption was com- 
pleted by the coming of the Spirit and 
God’s goodness and love towards man 
were thereby manifested to the world, then 
in accordance with His mercy, and not 
because of any works of ours done in a 
righteousness according to the Law, He 
brought us Christians into a state of 
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salvation by means of the washing of 
regeneration and the renewing operation 
of the Holy Spirit.’ It seems to follow 
that in the next words od eéyeev Ef nyas 
mrovoiws the allusion is to the first out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost. For e&éyeev compare Acts ii. 
17, 33; in the latter verse the words rnp re 
émayyediay Tov mvevpatos Tov ayiov haBav 
Tapa Tov tatpds explain dia “Incov Xpuotov 
TOU owTHpos Huav of our present passage. 
Thus, when we regard the passage as a 
whole, we are led to the conclusion that 
St Paul has in mind God's dealings with 
the Christian Church rather than with 
individual Christians. The reference to 
the rite of Confirmation in the words 6:4... 
dvakawadoews Tvevpatos ayiov ov eéyeev 
éfh nas movoiws is clear and important, 
but it is indirect. Confirmation is the 
application of Pentecost to the individual 
soul. In the final clause (va dixkawwb&vres 
x,t...) St Paul emphasises thoughts which 
we have already noticed in an earlier 
passage -of his writings. Baptism and 
Confirmation are the seal of justification or 
acquittal; compare 1 Cor. vi. 11 (see above 
Ior 
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p. 78). By Baptism and Confirmation 
the believer is constituted ‘an heir, an heir 
at present so far as hope is concerned, of 
eternal life’; compare Gal. iv. 7, Rom. 
viii. 17, Eph. i. 14 (see above pp. 89, 93, 
96). | 

(3) The Catholic Epistles’. 

1 John ii. 20f., 27, see above PP. 58 f. 


I John ill. 24 Kal Ev TOUT® YwWOO KojLev 
OTL PevEL EV YULV, EK TOU mvedparos ov py 
ewer. Compare i iv. 13 ev ToUT® ywdoKo- 
pev ort ev aUT@ pevopev Kal QUTOS EV npty 
OTL EK TOU TVEv[LATOS avTov dédmKev yuiv. 
St John here says that the knowledge— 
the growing and progressive knowledge of 
experience—that God the Father dwells in 
us comes from (comp. iv. 6 é« tovrov 
ywooKopnev) the Spirit whom He gave us. 
Christians, the Apostle implies, cannot be 
mistaken about the presence of the Spirit 
with them. They remember the time at 
1 T think that it is far more forcible to take fwijs aiwvlov, re- 
served for solemn emphasis to the end of the sentence, closely 
with KANpovb4L06 ; for KAnpovopety fwhv aldviov see Mark Koi t9, 
Matt. xix. 29, Luke x. 25, xviii. 18. The kar’ édaida qualifies 
Egporeyee yevnbaue ; comp. Rom. viii. 24 f. 


2 The passage from the Epistle of St pla (iv. 5) has been 
already considered (see above pp. 70 ff.). 
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the beginning of their Christian course 
when God gave them the supreme gift. 
They then received the pledge of an 
outward and visible sign. If they faith- 
fully asked for the gift, the pledge was not 
a vain thing. God did not mock them. 
With the outward and visible sign they 
received the inward and spiritual grace; 
and that grace has not been withdrawn. 
The Spirit, of whose presence they were 
and are assured, witnesses to them that 
the Father Himself dwellsin them. In iv. 
13—‘ He hath given us of his Spirit’— 
St John emphasises the thought that the 
gift of the Spirit once given abides with 
the faithful. 


The investigation just brought to a close 
justifies conclusions historical and doctrinal. 
Some of these I have already pointed out. 
It will however be convenient to bring 
them together and to present them in a 
single statement. 
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(1) Historical conclusions. 


The writer of the Acts selected, as we 
saw, typical Confirmation scenes. He only 
tells us of the two Apostles of the Circum- 
cision, St Peter and St John, confirming 
disciples at the city of Samaria and of the 
Apostle of the Gentiles confirming disciples 
at Ephesus’. The Epistles of the New 
Testament enable us to supplement these 
representative narratives. The Epistles of 
St Paul, if our interpretation has been 
correct, imply that he confirmed Timothy 
at Lystra during his first missionary jour- 
ney; that during his second missionary 
journey he confirmed disciples in the 
Churches of Galatia, probably at Thessa- 
lonica, and at Corinth; that during his 
third missionary journey he confirmed 
disciples while sojourning at Ephesus’. 
It is at least a possible inference from his 
words (Rom. i. 11) that he looked forward 


1 Perhaps also of Ananias at Damascus confirming Saul of 
Tarsus (see above pp. 29 ff.). 

2 The Epistle to the Ephesians was a circular letter to the 
Churches of Asia Minor. But the language of Acts xx. 18— 
‘Ye yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 
how it was with you that I was all the time’ (wés we" budy rov 
wdvra x pov ov éyev ounv)—shews that while in Asia, St Paul did 
not visit other cities besides Ephesus. 
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to confirming disciples at Rome, when he 
was allowed to pay his long projected visit 
to the capital of the Empire. It is a reason- 
able inference from the language which the 
Apostle uses in his letter to Titus that 
Confirmation formed part of the ministry 
of his delegate in Crete. Passing to the 
other Epistles of the New Testament, we 
note that the Epistle of St James not im- 
probably affords evidence as to the practice 
of Confirmation in the Mother Church at 
Jerusalem; that the Epistle to the He- 
brews clearly indicates that Confirmation 
was familiar to the Hebrew Christians of 
some Church or of some Churches in 
Palestine ; and that the First Epistle of St 
John carries on the evidence to the close 
of the Apostolic age when that Apostle 
had made his home at Ephesus. It is true 
that with two exceptions (2 Tim. i. 6f, 
Hebr. vi. 1 f.) the passages in the Epistles 
speak not of the outward rite but of the 
bestowal of the Holy Spirit on believers. 
The terms employed however seem plainly 
to imply that this bestowal of the Holy 
Spirit was a definite and clearly marked 
event at the beginning of the Christian 
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life of the faithful. Moreover these pas- 
sages must be read in the light of the 
typical narratives of the Acts, of 2 Tim. i. 
6 f., and of Hebr. vi. 2, 4. When we thus 
review and coordinate all the evidence, it 
appears to be a safe conclusion that Con- 
firmation was the regular practice of the 
Apostolic Church. It was not confined to 
one school of the Apostles or to one group 
of Churches. It had a recognised place in 
the life of the whole Christian society, and 
that from the very first. The simplest.and 
most natural explanation of the facts lies in 
the belief that the Apostles knew that in 
this matter they were acting in accordance 
with the will of the Lord Himself. 

From St Luke's account of the Con- 
firmation in the city of Samaria we learn 
what are the two essential elements in 
Confirmation. The Apostles gave to the 
converts the outward and visible sign. 
From the Father in Heaven alone could 
there come the inward and spiritual grace ; 
prayer was made therefore to God that 
He would vouchsafe the gift. In the rite 
of Confirmation then there must be (1) the 
prayer that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
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may be given to those who are confirmed ; 
(2) the outward and visible sign of bless- 
ing. These two essential elements are 
preserved intact and unchanged in the 
Confirmation Service of the English 
Church. 

Confirmation appears in the New Tes- 
tament as distinct from, yet as closely 
associated with, Baptism. It is the com- 
plement of Baptism, conveying to those 
who have been engrafted into Christ a 
full participation in the divine fellowship of 
the regenerate life. In the records of the 
Apostolic age we do not possess an account 
of any Confirmation except in connexion 
with evangelistic work. Those who under 
these circumstances were baptised and con- 
firmed were men and women, Questions 
therefore as to the separation of Baptism 
and Confirmation did not arise. There is 
no evidence in regard to the case of those 
who may then have been baptised as 
infants. We believe that the baptism of 
infants is required by a consideration of 
the essential character of Baptism. And 
in confirming only those who are of an age 
to understand the meaning of the Ordin- 
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ance we believe that the Church is acting 
wisely in view of the essential character of 
Confirmation, and certainly in accordance 
with what we know of Apostolic practice. 
The decision as to the age at which those 
baptised in infancy shall be confirmed 
appears clearly to lie within the compe- 
tence of a particular branch of the Catholic 
Church. The deviation of the practice of 
the later Church from the clearly recorded 
precedent of Apostolic times consists rather 
in the practice of infant baptism than in 
postponement of Confirmation to years of 
discretion. There does not appear to be 
any ground for thinking that the separation 
of Confirmation from Baptism involves 
any change in the character of Confirma- 
tion. Confirmation among ourselves is in 
regard to its essential nature precisely what 
Confirmation was when it was.administered 
in the first days by the Apostles them- 
selves. 

The outward and visible sign in Con- 
firmation was the ancient symbol of bless- 
ing, the laying on of hands. Indeed in 
the Apostolic Church, so far as the evidence 
goes, Confirmation was known as ‘the 
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laying on of hands’ (Hebr. vi. 2). We 
found however reason to think that at 
least in some cases those who had been 
baptised, probably in addition to the im- 
position of hands, were anointed, this 
unction being a token of the fulness of the 
new life in the Spirit and of consecration 
to God. 

Lastly, we ask the question What is 
the evidence as to the Minister of Con- 
firmation in the Apostolic age? Philip, 
the deacon and evangelist, baptises the 
converts at Samaria but does not confirm 
them. When we read of Ananias laying 
his hands on Saul of Tarsus that he 
might ‘receive [his] sight and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost,’ it is not clear that 
the act of Ananias was meant to be pro- 
perly an act of Confirmation. If we assume 
that it was, it must be remembered that 
Ananias had received a divine command to 
do what he did, and that therefore the cir- 
cumstances were abnormal. If then we 
put this narrative on one side, in each case 
in which the minister of Confirmation is 
explicitly mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment, it is an Apostle. But these cases 
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are only three in number (Acts viii. 14 ff, 
xix. 6, 2 Tim. 1. 6); and it may justly be 
argued that these cases are too few to 
justify the inference that no one except an 
Apostle administered Confirmation in the 
first age of the Church's history. More- 
over it may be urged that, when the Gospel 
spread widely, if Confirmation was a uni- 
versal custom in the Church, its ministry 
cannot have been confined to the Apostles 
in the narrow sense of the word. Further, 
the question which St Paul asked the 
disciples whom he found at Ephesus is 
significant. That question implies that he 
supposed it possible that they had been 
already confirmed. Now it seems certain 
that St Paul was the first Apostle who 
visited Ephesus; and of this he must have 
been himself aware. Either then he must 
have thought that these disciples had 
migrated to Ephesus from some Church 
where an Apostle had ministered or he 
must have known that others in the Church 
beside Apostles administered Confirma- 
tion. The latter alternative, though prob- 
able, is not certain. In truth the evidence 
of the New Testament is too meagre to 
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warrant any absolute conclusion as to the 
Minister of Confirmation. To suppose 
that there was a formal and rigid rule is 
probably to transfer to the Apostolic age 
the ideas of later times. It is most likely 
that we shall not be far from the truth if 
we suppose that Confirmation was pre- 
eminently an Apostolic ministry, but that 
besides the Apostles others also who were 
most closely associated in position and 
authority with them, as for example the 
Prophets, were wont to lay their hands on 
the converts who had been baptised. 


(2) Doctrinal conclusions. 


The gift conveyed to the true disciple 
by the laying on of hands was always 
regarded in the Apostolic Church as no- 
thing less than the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
On the day of Pentecost that Spirit was 
‘poured forth’ on representatives of the 
whole Church, and henceforth the whole 
Church as a society was a possessor of this 
divine endowment. In Confirmation then 
the individual disciple is allowed to seek 
and to appropriate the gift once for all 
bestowed on the Body in which by Baptism 
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he became a member. The idea of fellow- 
ship in that Body must never be allowed 
to recede into the background of our con- 
ception of Confirmation. In Confirmation 
outwardly, visibly, historically the redeemed 
child of God receives in its fulness the 
blessing which belongs to incorporation in 
the ‘Spirit-bearing’ Body of Christ. The — 
gift which is his is not merely an inspiration 
or an influence of the Holy Spirit but the 
indwelling Presence of that divine Person 
who jealously yearns over those in whom 
He has made His abode (Jas. iv. 5) and who 
can be grieved by their sins, specially 
their sins against the unity of the Body 
(Eph. iv. 30). 

In regard to the fasz': The bestowal by 
God of the sanctifying Spirit is the con- 
summation of the sentence of acquittal from 
the sins which have stained the past life 
(1 Cor, viv 11, Tit. iti, »5). 

In regard to the present: The gift of — 
the Spirit is the means and evidence of 
adoption. The Spirit inspires the prayers 

1 In this paragraph and in those which follow I have adduced 
only those passages of the New Testament which have been 


discussed in the preceding pages. Other passages will readily 
occur to the student of the New Testament. 
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of the child of God (Gal. iv. 6, Rom. viii. 
15). He is the seal which God sets on 
those whom He makes His possession 
(2 Cor. i. 22, Eph. i. 13, iv. 30) and is con- 
sequently the pledge to them of security. 
Through Him there comes the conscious- 
ness of God’s love (Rom. v. 5) and the 
assurance that the Father Himself abides 
in His redeemed child (1 John iti. 24, 
iv. 13). He hallows (1 Thess. iv. 7, 
2 Thess. ii. 13, 1 Cor. vi. 11) and con- 
tinually renews (Tit. iii. 5 f.). He imparts 
the gifts of refreshment (1 Cor. xii. 13), 
joy (1 Thess. i. 6), power, love, and that 
disciplined mind which gives seemliness 
and moral beauty to the outward life 
(2 Tim. i. 7). He unfolds the manifold 
meaning of God's supreme gift in Christ 
(1 Cor. ii. 12, 1 John ii. 21, 27). 

In regard to the future: The Spirit is 
the pledge of spiritual gifts which shall be 
hereafter manifested (2 Cor. i. 21f., v. 5, 
Eph. i. 14) and of the ‘inheritance’ which 
in the life of the world to come the re- 
deemed shall have in and with Christ 
(Gal. iv. 6 f., Rom. viii. 17, Titus iii. 7). 

It will be observed that in the habitual 
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teaching of the Apostles the thought of 


extraordinary charzsmata has a quite subor- 
dinate place. They were not of the essence, 
they were the accidents, of the Bentaostal 
gift. They might (Acts xix. 6; comp. ii. 
4, x. 46) or they might not ‘(viii 6 
comp. ix. 17) be an evidence of the presence 
of the Spirit. When the Lord on the night 
of the betrayal explained to the Apostles 
what should be the office and the work of 
the Paraclete, He was silent in regard to 
them. The Apostles consistently and con- 
tinually dwelt on those gifts of grace and 
power which through the Spirit are the 
permanent endowment of those who are 
‘in Christ. The gift of the Spirit verily 
and in deed received by the faithful in Con- 
firmation covers, it will be seen, the whole 
field of life and in its potency and promise 
reaches on into the unknown and un- 
imagined future. It is at once an endow- 
ment and a foretaste. 

God’s dealings with individuals, like His 
dealings with the world, take the form of 
historical events; such is our conclusion 
from a study of the Apostolic history and 
teaching. The great gifts of redemption 
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are assured and conveyed in the faithful 
use of outward and visible signs at definite 
times, to which men can look back as days 
of regeneration and endowment. Thus 
our Christian position depends not on 
ever-changing emotions but on historical 
_ facts which must be progressively realized 
in life as God works in us and as we yield 
ourselves to His working. But it is needful 
for us to be jealously on our guard lest we 
allow ourselves to regard the Sacraments 
and kindred Ordinances of grace as limiting 
and confining our conception of God’s 
immediate dealings with the spirits which 
He has made and redeemed ; lest we per- 
mit phrases and formulae, hallowed by 
immemorial use, to become for us the final 
and absolute expression of God’s inscrut- 
able ways. We say, for example, as we 
believe that the Apostles said, that God 
gave the Holy Spirit to His redeemed 
child when with prayer he received the lay- 
ing on of hands, and that now it rests with 
him continually to keep alive the gift once 
for all given to him. Such language is 
relatively true. It sets forth the reality of 
the divine gift and the duty of him who 
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has received it to believe in it and to use 
it. But from another and a yet higher 
point of view we speak, as we believe that 
the Apostles spoke, of God’s continual 
supply of the Holy Spirit, of an ever fresh 
gift, to use St John’s pregnant phrase, of 
‘grace for grace.’ All human language is 
tentative and inadequate, presenting com- 
plementary aspects of realities which essen- 
tially belong to the divine and eternal 
order. Again, as the history of Cornelius 
assures us, God works in the spirits of 
men in ways transcending the ordered se- 
quence of outward ordinances, which yet 
we believe to be in accordance with His 
revealed will. The means of grace are chan- 
nels which convey but do not circumscribe 
the bounty of God. The most convinced 
loyalty to the sacramental order of Christ's 
Holy Catholic Church is quite compatible 
with, nay ultimately requires, an eager and 
joyful recognition of the presence and of 
the activity of the Holy Spirit in those 
who refuse to seek God's gift in ways 
which, we are assured, have the sanction of 
the Apostles of Christ, and which experience 
from the first days until now has shewn to 
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be valid and secure and to be full of the 
richest spiritual blessing. 


The conclusions which we have reached 
as to the place of Confirmation in the Apos- 
tolic age have an important bearing on a 
very practical subject—the preparation of 
candidates for Confirmation. That pre- 
paration is of two kinds—general and 
special. 

There must be a general preparation 
The Church of England plainly and with 
obvious wisdom requires that every one 
who is confirmed shall have been in- 
structed in the rudiments of Christian belief 
and in the great rules of Christian conduct. 
Of such elementary teaching the Catechism 
is at once the symbol and the manual. 
This knowledge is a necessary prerequisite 
for Confirmation. 

But there must also be a special pre- 
paration. If the bestowal of the outward 
and visible sign is not to be a bare and 
profitless ceremony, the candidate must 
understand what is the inward and spiritual 
grace. ‘This is the essence of a true pre- 
paration for Confirmation. The candidate 
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must be taught what the manifold gifts 
and graces of the Holy Spirit are, and 
_ what is his need of them, if he is worthily 
to live the life of God’s redeemed child on 
earth. He must be taught as His child to 
ask the Father in Heaven to give to him 
the Holy Spirit. He must be taught the 
life-long duty of ever kindling afresh the 
gift-of grace which will be in him by the 
laying on of hands, that he may increase in 
the Holy Spirit more and more until he 
come unto the everlasting kingdom. In 
all this the shepherd of souls will endeavour 
to follow the example of the Chief Shep- 
herd. The Lord Himself in the upper 
room on the eve of the Passion and when 
He manifested Himself after the Resur- 
rection prepared His disciples for the day 
of Pentecost. He unfolded to them the 
nature and office of the Paraclete. He 
taught them to desire and to expect ‘the 
promise of the Father.’ ‘When the day 
of Pentecost was fully come,’ they were 
such that on them God could ‘pour forth’ 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. Confirmation 
is the Pentecost of the individual soul. 
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ADDITIONAL NOTE ON THE MEANING OF 
THE ANARTHROUS veda, mrvedpa Grycov. 


What is the difference between the phrases 
TO Tvedpa, TO dytov Treva, TO TYED Ma TO AyLoV 
and on the other hand the phrases mvevua, 
mvedpa adywov? The answer commonly given 
to this question is to the effect that the former 
group of phrases denotes the personal Holy 
Spirit, the latter an operation, a gift, or an in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit. This is substantially 
the view which is taken e.g, by Bishop Westcott 
on John vii. 39, Dr Hort on 1 Peter i. 12, Dr 
Vaughan on Hebr. ii. 4,and Dr Swete on Mark i. 
8. It was apparently first formulated by Bishop 
Middleton in his treatise on Zhe Doctrine of the 
Greek Article applied to the criticism and illustra- 
tion of the New Testament. The Bishop sets 
forth his conclusions in his note on Matthew i, 18 
(pp. 124 ff.,ed. Rose). He traces six meanings of 
the word veda, with two only of which are we 
now concerned. They are these: (@) The word 
mvedpa ‘is employed car’ éEoynv to denote the 
Great and Pre-eminent Spirit, the Third Person 
in the Trinity; and in this acceptation it is 
worthy of remark that wvedua or rvedua aysov 
is never anarthrous; except, indeed, when other 
terms, confessedly the most definite, lose the 
Article from some cause alleged in the Pre- 
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liminary Inquiry’? (6) ‘The [next] sense of 
mvevua is easily deducible from the [last]; being 
here not the Person of the Holy Spirit but his 
influence or operation.... And in this meaning 
a remarkable difference may be observed with 
respect to the Article. Though the Holy Spirit 
be but one, his influences and operations may be 
many: hence mvevwa and mvevpa aytov are, in 
this sense, always anarthrous, the case of renewed 
mention or other reference being of course ex- 
cepted. ‘The expressions of “being filled with 
the Holy Ghost,” “receiving the Holy Ghost,” 
“the Holy Ghost being upon one,” &c. justify 
this observation.’ 

There are few subtler questions of language 
than the significance of the presence and of the 
absence of the definite article; few so incapable 
of being brought under quite definite and rigid 
rules. This is preeminently the case with Greek. 
The special question under consideration is 
further complicated by the fact that the word 
mvevpa is less determinate than the English 
‘spirit. It signifies ‘wind,’ ‘breath,’ and hence 
it may approximate in meaning to our English 
expression ‘inspiration’; see, eg., John iii. 8 
TO Wvedua OTrov Oédeu Trvet, Kal THY Pwvny avTov 
dxovets, Kai ovK oldas moOev EpyeTar Kai Tov 
virdye oUTwS éoTly Tas O YeyevvyNnMEevOS EK TOU 


1 E.g. ‘In propositions which merely affirm or deny existence, 
the name of the person or thing, of which existence is affirmed 
or denied, is without the Article’ (p. 42). 
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mvevpatos: John xx. 22 f. évepvoncev Kal éyet 
avtois AaBere mrvev wa Gytov (where it is impossible 
not to interpret the Lord’s words in close con- 
nexion with the Lord’s act): 1 Cor. xii. 10 
Suaxpicess mvevwatwv: xiv. 12 fnrwtai éote 
mvevpatwv. Again, it is well to remember that 
mvevpa and even mvevpa Gytov may refer to the 
spirit of man. Thus in 2 Cor. vi. 6 (é€v ypnoto- 
THTL, ev TvevpaTe ayiw, év ayatn avuToKpite) it 
seems impossible to refer the words éy mvev- 
part ayiw to the divine Spirit; compare Susanna 
45 (Theod.) é&jryepev 0 Beds TO veda TO Gyrov 
madapiov vewTépov @ dvoya Aavinr. But, when 
every allowance has been made for elasticity 
and ambiguity of meaning, I find it impossible 
to subscribe to Bishop Middleton’s canon as to 
the anarthrous mvedua ayov. The anarthrous 
mvedua and mrvevpa ay.or are, I believe, essentially 
capable of denoting the personal Holy Spirit. 
There may be, and perhaps always is, a differ- 
ence of muance, but the expressions mvedua ayiov 
and ro veda 70 dytov are substantially identical 
in meaning. 

We must then briefly collect and review the 
facts (1) of the language of the Old Testa- 
ment (Hebrew and Greek); (2) of the language 
of the New Testament, 


(1) Old Testament. 
In the Old Testament ‘the Spirit’ (M7, 


TO mvevpua) is used absolutely of the Spirit of 
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God. Thus Numb. xi. 25—29 ‘ And the Lord 
came down in the cloud, and spake unto him, and 
took of the spirit that was upon him, and put it 
upon the seventy elders: and it came to pass, 
that, when the spirit rested upon them, they 
prophesied, but they did sono more. But there 
remained two men in the camp, the name of the 
one was Eldad, and the name of the other 
Medad: and the spirit rested upon them ; and 
they were of them that were written, but had 
not gone out unto the Tent : and they prophesied 
in the camp.... And Moses said unto him, Art 
thou jealous for my sake? would God that all 
the Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord 
would put his spirit upon them!’ From the 
closing words of this passage it is clear that 
‘the Spirit’ is throughout ‘the Spirit of the 
Lord.’ 

There are however several passages in which 
the simple anarthrous substantive— M9, ‘ Spirit’ 


—is not indefinite but, like MI, ‘the Spirit,’ is 
used to denote the Spirit of God. They are 
these : 


Numb. xxvii. 18 ‘Take thee Joshua the son 
of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit (M9), and 


lay thine hand upon him.’ Comp. Gen. xli. 38 
‘Can we find such a one as this,a man in whom 
the spirit of God is?’ 

Isaiah xxxii. 15 ‘Until the spirit (FN) 


I22 


THE APOSTOLIC AGE 


be poured upon us from on high.’ Comp. Ezek. 
xxxix. 29 ‘I have poured out my spirit upon 
the house of Israel, saith the Lord God, Joel ii. 
28, Prov. i. 23. 

Ezek. ii. 2 ‘ And the spirit (M15) entered into 


me when he spake unto me.’ The first clause is 
repeated in iii. 24. Comp. eg. Numb. xxiv. 2 
‘ And the spirit of God came upon him,’ Judg. iii. 
10, 1 Sam. x. 6, 10, 2 Chron. xv. I. 

Ezek. iii. 12 ‘ Then the spirit (M1) lifted me 


up.’ So viii. 3, xi. I, 24, xliii. 5. Comp. xxxvii. I 
‘The hand of the Lord was upon me and he 
carried me out in the spirit of the Lord,’ 

1 Chron. xii. 18 ‘Then the spirit (MY) 


clothed Amasai.’ Comp. Judg. vi. 34‘ The spirit 
of the Lord clothed Gideon, 2 Chron. xxiv. 20 
‘The spirit of God clothed Zechariah.’ 

The omission of the Article with ‘ Spirit’ in 
these passages probably comes under the general 
grammatical statement ‘In prose also the Article 
is omitted with expressions familiar’ (Davidson 
Hebrew Syntax § 22, (e), Rem. 3). But, what- 
ever the explanation may be, the fact seems 
to be established that the anarthrous MM, 


‘Spirit, in a series of passages in the Old 
Testament is used as a designation of the divine 
Spirit. We are not now concerned with the 
theological question as to the meaning in the 
Old Testament of the words ‘the Spirit of God’ 
and the like, 
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For the interpretation of the New Testament 
it is even more important to notice the usage of 
the LXX1. Inall these passages quoted justabove 
the anarthrous M1} is represented in the LXX. 


by the anarthrous wvevya* To these passages 
may be added Numb. xi. 26 cal évavetravcato 
AE, > ‘ a \ ‘ol 

ém@ avtous mvevwa (Codd. AF ro rvetua)—a pas- 
sage the more remarkable since in the previous 
verse we have the phrase os dé émaverravaato 
TO Tvevtpa eT AVTOUS. 

(2) New Testament. 


The language which the writers of the New 
Testament used as to the Holy Spirit was an 
inheritance from the Church of Israel. We 
should expect therefore to find instances in 
the New Testament of the anarthrous wvevua, 
mvevpa aytov, employed as synonymous with 
TO veda, TO TVEedwa TO aytov. I propose (i) to 
review certain passages in which the anarthrous 
Tvevua OF TvEevwa Aytov is used and the context 
appears to define the meaning; (ii) to examine 
certain phrases. 

(i) I take first a passage—Acts xix. 2 ff— 
to which frequent reference has been made in the 
preceding pages. St Paul when he arrived at 

1 It may possibly be suggested that in these passages an 
original D7>x (M17) has dropped out after M17, If this was 
the case, the omission was early enough to affect the LXX. and 
(through the LXX.) the New Testament. 


2 In Numb. xxvii. 18 a corrector of Cod. Ambrosianus (Cod. F) 
seems to read mvetua Geod, 
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Ephesus asked certain disciples whom he found 
there the question e«¢ mvevua Gyov édaBere 
miotevoavtes; It is probable that St Paul is 
St Luke’s immediate authority for the narrative 
and that the words represent St Paul’s own 
remembrance of what was actually said. We 
cannot however assume this as a certainty; the 
phrases may be due to the historian. Did the 
historian then (whether St Paul was his authority 
or not) mean to represent the Apostle as asking 
the Ephesian disciples whether they had received 
the Holy Ghost Himself or whether they had re- 
ceived a yapiopa Trrvevpatixor, a gift of the Holy 
Ghost? The subsequent history appears to leave 
us in no doubt as to the meaning of the Apostle’s 
question. When the disciples answered in the 
negative, the Apostle instructed them. They 
were baptised. He laid his hands on them and 
‘the Holy Ghost came on them (7\@e 76 rvevpa 
TO dytov em’ avtovs). The historian wrote verse 2 
—St Paul’s question—in full knowledge of the 
sequel which he was just about to record. The 
subsequent history interprets the question. The 
TO Tvevpa TO ayiov in verse 6 fixes the meaning 
of the rvevpua vie in verse 2. 

Again, in 1 Cor. ii, 12 St Paul says that ‘we 
received the spirit which is from God (76 rvedua 
TO éx Tod Oeod); that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us by God.’ He then 
continues & kai Nadoduev ovK ev SiSaxtois dvOpw- 
mivns copias rOryous, GAN’ ev Sidaxrois rvedparos. 
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The cai—é nat Xadodpuev—emphasises the close 
correspondence between the knowledge of Chris- 
tian truth and the proclamation of Christian 
truth. The same Spirit who teaches the truth 
teaches the words in which that truth may be 
appropriately expressed. The reference in the 
phrase év dvdaxrois mvevparos is defined by the 
ee words éAaBouev...Td Tvedpa TO EK TOD 
€0v. 

Again, in 1 Cor. xii. 3 St Paul asserts ovdels év 
mvevuatt Geod Aarav Aéyer Avabewa Inoods, Kai 
ovdels SUvatau eitrety Kuptos “Incotds ef ph ev 
mvevwate ayliw. Does he here refer to ‘an in- 
spiration from God’ and to ‘a holy inspiration ’ 
or to the personal Holy Spirit? The succeeding 
context shews decisively that the latter is the 
true answer. For he continues ‘ Now there are 
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit (ro 5é 
auto mvedpa). That the last words can only 
point in the fullest sense to the personal Holy 
Spirit is clear from the two parallel phrases, ‘ the 
same Lord, ‘the same God.’ The Apostle then 
goes on to draw out the thought of the distri- 
bution of the gifts of the one Spirit. ‘To each 
one is given the manifestation of the Spirit to 
profit withal.... All these [operations] worketh 
the one and the same Spirit, dividing to each 
one severally even as he will.’ If any lingering 
doubt remains whether St Paul is thinking of 
an influence or gift of the Spirit, or on the other 
hand of the divine Person, it is removed by the 
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concluding words ‘ even as he will.’ Further, in 
the enumeration of the manifold gifts of the one 
Spirit ‘faith’ has a place; ‘to another faith in 
the same Spirit (€v r@ avT@ mvevpartr).’ In these 
words, which do not admit of doubt, we have 
a comment on the phrases under discussion 
év mvevpate Ocod, év mvevpatse ayiw. The par- 
ticular expression riotis év TO aVT@ Tvevpati as 
well as the context as a whole shew conclusively 
that the absence of the definite article does not 
imply any indefiniteness in the phrases ev mvev- 
pate Oeod, év mvevpats ayiw: they can only be 
interpreted of the one divine Person, the Holy 
Spirit. 

(ii) The same conclusion is reached if we 
examine particular phrases. 

In Acts ii. 4 we read érAncOnoav rayvtes Tvev- 
patos aylou kal npEavTo Nadelv Erépais YAOooats : 
in iv. 8 [lérpos wAnoGeis mvevpatos dyiov elirev 
mpos avtovs «.7.r. But in iv. 31 (where there 
has been no allusion in the preceding context 
which can account for the presence of the article) 
we read érAnoOncav fimavtes tod ayiov tvel- 
patos, Kal éXaXovv Tov AOyor TOD Oeod pera Trap- 
pnoias. Again, we have the phrase év duvayec 
mvevpatos aylouv (Rom. xv. 13, 19) but elsewhere 
(Luke iv. 14) év 77 duvduer rod wvevparos, while 
the idea receives full and unambiguous expres- 
sion in our Lord’s words (Acts i. 8) ArjpweoGe 
Sivauw éreXOdvTos Tod dyiou mvevpatos ed’ bpas. 
Again, in Phil. ii, 1 St Paul uses the phrase 
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Kowwvia mvevpatos, but in 2 Cor. xiii, 13 7 
Kowavia Tov aylov mvevpatos. Lastly, we take 
the expression, the crucial expression in con- 
nexion with Confirmation, XaBeivy mvevpa aysov 
(Acts viii. 15, 17, 19; xix. 2); elsewhere how- 
ever the article is prefixed to rvetua—Acts x. 47 
TO Tvevpa TO Aytov EXaBor, I Cor. ii. 12 EXaBopev 
...TO TvEevpa TO EK TOU Deod, Gal. iii, 2 TO mvevpa 
érxadBere (comp. John vii. 39); and in Acts ii. 
38 a still more emphatic phrase is employed 
AnparerOe tHv Swpedv Tod ayiouv mvevmaros (comp. 
Acts x. 45, Phil. i. 19, 1 John iii. 24, iv. 13). 

A consideration of these passages and of 
these synonymous phrases requires, I believe, 
the conclusion that the anarthrous mvedya, 
mvevpa ayiov, is capable of expressing clearly 
and definitely the Holy Spirit in the full per- 
sonal sense. 

The question remains what explanation can 
be given of this definite use of the anarthrous 
mTvevpa, Tvedwa dytov. The explanation is to be 
found in the recognition of two principles. 
(1) The phrases to rvevpa TO Gytov, TO aytov 
TVEL LA, TO TvEvMA, TYEDWA GyLov, Mvevpa have 
come to have the character of proper names 
and hence without alteration of essential mean- 
ing the article may or may not be prefixed. 
(2) The omission of the article before a sub- 
stantive in many cases does not imply indefinite- 
ness but lays stress on character; it is qualitative. 
Thus Hebr. i. 2 én’ éoxatov tay iwepav TOUTwV 
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érdrnoev juiv év vid, i.e. ‘in Him who is nothing 
less than the Son’; xii. 7 tis ydp vids dv ov 
mavoevet TaTHp, i.e. ‘one who bears to him the 
unique relation of father. This is the significance 
of the anarthrous 7vedua, mvedpa Gyov in very 
many passages. When, for example, a writer is 
insisting on a contrast, he dwells on character 
and omits the article. Thus when baptism 
with the Spirit is contrasted with baptism 
with water (eg. Mark i. 8, Acts i. 5) or when 
the Spirit is set over against the flesh (e.g. Rom. 
viii. 4, 9, 13) the anarthrous mvedya or mvedpa 
“@yov is used. This seems to be the explanation 
of the phrase év 8:daxrois mvev patos (1 Cor. ii. 13 ; 
see above pp. 125 f.). It must be added that these 
two principles are not mutually exclusive but 
may coincide in their operation. Take the word 
Geds, which, like wvedua d&ytov, is a quasi-proper 
name. The anarthrous Oeos is often used to call 
emphatic attention to the fact that no one in- 
ferior to God Himself is spoken of. In the 
phrase ds év poph7 Geod drapywv (Phil. ii. 6), if we 
substitute tod Qeod for Geo’, we feel at once how 
much less forcible the words become. Or replace 
Oeov by tov Oedv in the phrases @edv ovdels 
émpaxev mwmore (John i. 18), Pedy ovdels wamrote 
reQéarar (1 John iv. 12); and we are conscious 
that the sentences are robbed of their peculiar 
and arresting vigour: the order of the words 
and the omission of the article here combine to 
emphasize Oedv. The same is true of the word 
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ypioros. In 1 Cor. i. 23 (mets Sé Knpvocopev 
XpiaTov éotavpwpévov) how much depends on 
the absence of the article? The thought is 
concentrated on the paradox—‘the one who is 
anointed of God yet crucified by man,’ In the 
same way, especially if we read the language of 
the Apostles aloud and become aware of its 
subtle feeling, we shall discover that when the 
anarthrous mvedua and mvedua dysov are used 
the intention of the writer is to dwell on the 
unique character of Him of whom he speaks. 
The absence of the article is a means of emphasis. 

We take as an example John vii. 39 tovro 
dé elrrev Trepl Tov TvEevmaTos Ov EueArOV AauBaveu 
of MiaTevoayTeEs Eis AUTOV’ OVTM Yap HY TvEdUA, 
dT. ‘Incovds ov7w éd0f&dcOn. Here the second 
clause (yap) explains the éuedrdor of the first. It 
seems to follow that the ro wvedua of the first 
clause and the avedpa of the second are co- 
extensive in meaning. The apparent difficulty 
in the way of this interpretation really lies in the 
words ova 7v, which superficially may be re- 
garded as denying the existence of the Holy 
Spirit before Pentecost. The meaning however 
of the expression is sufficiently defined by the 
preceding context; the ova@ 7v must be inter- 
preted in the light of the EwedArAov AauBavew. 
The best comment on oro jv...€d0&daOn is John 
XVI. 7 éay yap pa) améXOw, 0 TapadKANTOS ov fn 
EXOn mpos wuds (comp. xiv. 26, xvi. 13). The 
anarthrous avedua lays stress on the essential 
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idea of mrvetya and can best be represented in 
English simply by an emphasis on the word 
Spirit—‘ the Sfzrit, there being an implied con- 
trast between ‘the Spirit’ and the Lord ‘not yet 
glorified’ but still ‘known’ by men ‘after the 
flesh.’ } 
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